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Circular economy – recyclability of packaging 7 April 2022 

TÜV SÜD and RecycleMe agree on global strategic alliance 

Munich. TÜV SÜD and RecycleMe have agreed on global collaboration over identification and 
certification of packaging recyclability, thereby expanding their existing collaboration. In 
November 2021, the two partners awarded their first joint certificate based on TÜV SÜD’s own 
“Recyclability of Packaging” standard.  
 
TÜV SÜD is one of the leading providers of testing, inspection and certification (TIC) services 
worldwide, employing 25,000-plus staff at over 50 locations. In its Business Unit Green Energy & 
Sustainability, TÜV SÜD offers a wide range of sustainability services guided by the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG). The TIC experts place special emphasis on the strengthening and 
expansion of the circular economy. 
 
RecycleMe is an international consulting firm specialising in the circular economy. The RecycleMe team 
advises and supports customers from a wide range of different industries on topics such as optimised 
packaging design for recyclability and compliance with international obligations under extended 
producer responsibility (ERP). To this end, RecycleMe uses cutting-edge technology, digital evaluation 
tools and innovative solutions. 
 

Within the scope of their collaboration, TÜV SÜD and 
RecycleMe will further improve their support of 
manufacturers, bottlers and other fillers, importers, online 
merchants, commercial chains and other distributors of 
packaged goods along their road to greater sustainability. 
The two partners will combine digital analysis methods 
and established audit processes to achieve certification in 

accordance with the TÜV SÜD “Recyclability of Packaging” standard. The testing and certification 
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procedure can be applied to packaging made of plastics, paper, cardboard, glass, aluminium, ferrous 
metals, wood and composite materials. 
 
“Our collaboration will benefit our customers above all“, announces Thore Lapp, TÜV SÜD Business 
Unit Manager Green Energy & Sustainability, pointing out that an item of packaging is a product and 
must be treated as such. “Our third-party assessment and certification cover all relevant standards, as 
well as local collection and recycling structures”, adds Dr Robert Hermann, head of Green Energy & 
Sustainability at TÜV SÜD Austria, where the testing and certification method was developed in a joint 
effort with RecycleMe. “RecycleMe’s digital test method supports comprehensive analysis. In 
conjunction with our verification and validation processes, this delivers the required level of 
transparency.” 
 
“The expertise of RecycleMe and that of TÜV SÜD are an ideal match”, says Sabrina Goebel, Managing 
Director of RecycleMe GmbH. “The core element of our collaboration is the creation of a digital twin of 
the packaging by the RecycleMe experts. The collaboration between our two companies creates a 
unique certification process, which can be used to demonstrate the recyclability of packaging – also to 
consumers. We are thus creating further incentives for manufacturers to maximise the recyclability of 
their packaging and thereby to contribute significantly to a working circular economy. 
 
The first certificate in accordance with the TÜV SÜD “Recyclability of Packaging” standard was awarded 
in November for a folding carton with inliner from Plukon, one of Europe’s largest suppliers of fresh 
chicken and poultry convenience products. Within the scope of their collaboration, TÜV SÜD and 
RecycleMe will carry out joint tests and projects. As well they will establish a continuous know-how 
transfer to further improve their technical test methods. 
 
Caption (from left): Thore Lapp, TÜV SÜD Business Unit Manager Green Energy & Sustainability and 
Sabrina Goebel, Managing Director of RecycleMe GmbH, signing the strategic alliance agreement. 
 
Note for editorial staff: The press release and high-resolution photo are available on the Internet at 
www.tuvsud.com/newsroom.  
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Media Relations: 

Dr Thomas Oberst 
TÜV SÜD AG 
Corporate Communications 
Westendstr. 199, 80686 Munich 

Tel. +49 (0) 89 / 57 91 – 23 72 
Fax +49 (0) 89 / 57 91 – 22 69 
E-Mail thomas.oberst@tuvsud.com  
Internet www.tuvsud.com 

Felix Raubach 
RecycleMe GmbH 
Austraße 34, 357345 Herborn 

Tel. +49 (0) 170 / 75 30 798 
E-Mail presse@recycleme.eco  
Internet www.recycleme.eco 

 
About TÜV SÜD: Founded in 1866 as a steam boiler inspection association, the TÜV SÜD Group has evolved into a global 
enterprise. More than 25,000 employees work at over 1.000 locations in about 50 countries to continually improve 
technology, systems and expertise. They contribute significantly to making technical innovations such as Industry 4.0, 
autonomous driving and renewable energy safe and reliable. www.tuvsud.com  
 
About RecycleMe: RecycleMe GmbH is an international consultancy specialising in circular economy solutions. The 
company of Raan Group, which also includes Reclay Group, focuses on sustainable packaging and product management as 
well as the development of circular markets. The team advises and supports high-profile customers across various industries 
with optimising the recyclability of their packaging and fulfilling their international obligations under extended producer 
responsibility (ERP). The RecycleMe brand combines cutting-edge technological solutions, digital evaluation tools and 
innovations, thus delivering benefits for companies with a holistic approach to national and international requirements in a 
modern circular economy. For more information visit www.recycleme.eco 
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