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Autonomous driving — KBA relies on the expertise of TUV SUD

Munich. The German Federal Motor Authority (Kraftfahrtbundesamt, KBA) has expanded

TUV SUD’s designation as a Technical Service. The new scopes cover the assessment of safety
management systems and safety concepts for vehicles with automated or fully automated
driving functions in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2022/1426, and in defined operational
design domains (ODDs) in accordance with the AFGBV (German ordinance regulating the type
approval and operation of vehicles with fully automated driving functions). TUV SUD is already
designated for cybersecurity (UN R155), lane keeping systems in accordance with UN R157 and
software updates (UN R156). With the recent KBA designation, TUV SUD can now offer the entire
range of services related to the type approval of fully automated vehicles, thus emphasising its

position as a provider of third-party services in this important future sector.

“This new designation is an important building block in our service portfolio for car manufacturers as well
as for vehicle and fleet operators, taking in all aspects of fully automated driving. With this designation,
we can now support our customers in all activities required by the KBA for the type approval of fully
automated vehicles’, says Christian Gnandt, Vice President Automated Driving. TUV SUD as a
Technical Service is entitled to provide overall assessment of management systems, the architecture of
safety management systems and safety concepts, and fully automated driving systems, and to prepare
the expert reports needed for KBA approval. The regulatory basis in addition to the German AFGBV is
the Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1426 governing the type approval of fully
automated vehicles (SAE Level 4). Gnandt comments, “The EU small series scheme for fully automated
vehicles is an important step in getting this technology on the road.”

The TUV SUD experts, in their role as a Technical Service, accompany vehicle manufacturers
throughout the entire KBA type approval process. To this end, they assess the safety concepts and
safety management systems and carry out physical tests on their own and third-party proving grounds.
The process is concluded by comprehensive safety reports, which form the basis for KBA type approval.
“Manufacturers can rely fully on the TUV SUD specialists’ expertise also in the development and
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approval of their fully automated vehicles. We are thus contributing significantly to fast market success”,

says Gnandt.

From cybersecurity and functional safety to safety management systems, testing and certification, and
the design and development of regulatory framework conditions, TUV SUD has supported fully
automated vehicles right from the outset. The technical service provider has worked with various
partners at national, European and international levels to get this new technology safely on the road.
International standards and regulations are a key factor in this success, ultimately ensuring that all
vehicles on our roads meet the same safety standards — irrespective of their country of origin. As
Gnandt explains, “Safety inspires trust and is therefore the basis for the success of the mobility of

tomorrow.
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Founded in 1866 as a steam boiler inspection association, the TUV SUD Group has evolved into a global enterprise. More
than 25,000 employees work at over 1.000 locations in about 50 countries to continually improve technology, systems and
expertise. They contribute significantly to making technical innovations such as Industry 4.0, autonomous driving and
renewable energy safe and reliable. www.tuvsud.com
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