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Press Release Michael Bauer International GmbH 

 

The global Security Balance Sheet 2023: Empirical overview of conflicts, crises and 
wars in the world 

Karlsruhe, February 15, 2024: A world in disarray that can also be measured empirically. The 
CONIAS Risk Intelligence Team at Michael Bauer International (MBI), is monitoring almost 600 
non-violent and violent political crises that threaten international security – more than ever 
before. In addition to the 31 ongoing wars and a further 147 limited wars that were already 
observed last year, these put an additional strain on the international system. Although the 
number of wars has dropped by six compared to the previous year, the decline is not a change 
in trend given the high overall burden of highly violent conflicts.  

The measurement of conflicts, crises and wars is based on a methodology that was developed 
at the University of Heidelberg and then further developed to effectively analyze political risks. 
MBI CONIAS, tapping into a global network of resources, currently monitors over 1,200 political 
conflicts worldwide. Its findings are derived from a variety of sources, including but not limited 
to the ACLED event database, ensuring comprehensive coverage and analysis. 

The number of ongoing wars is decreasing slightly, but the threats are becoming more 
diverse 

It is not always the number of conflicts that gives cause for concern. Above all, it is the quality 
of the conflicts, the contentious issues and therefore also the political risks associated with 
these conflicts. As the head of the study, Dr. Nicolas Schwank, explains: "Many of the political 
crises affect European and North American security concerns much more than in the past. 
Russia's war against Ukraine, the war in Israel or the simmering crisis between China and 
Taiwan – in these conflicts, either geographical proximity, political ties or the extent of 
economic ties play a major role. Unlike in previous years, Western countries have to actively 
respond to these crises and look for new suppliers for the supply chain as well as massively 
increasing defense spending”.  

Ray Roberts-York, Managing Director of MBI, emphasizes the importance of political risks for 
companies: "We still find that many companies have a rather subjective perception of the 
extent to which they are threatened by the various political risks. With the security balance 
sheet and the data on the intensity and course of over 1,200 political conflicts, these risks can 
now even be made visible at the subnational level in more than 3,400 units and thus ultimately 
made controllable." 
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The detailed and comprehensive analysis of the MBI CONIAS Security Balance Sheet 2023 
with all facts and figures is available for download on our website. For enriched risk analyses, 
enhanced strategic planning and staying proactive in the face of evolving political landscapes, 
the MBI CONIAS subnational data provide the means to navigate uncertainties effectively 
through intelligent forecasting. Insights such as the probability of occurrence or damage extent 
empower informed decision-making backed by well-founded data. The CONIAS Risk 
Intelligence Team will be happy to provide you with further information on their 
comprehensive product portfolio at any time. 

 

Opportunity for interviews and background discussions with Dr. Nicolas Schwank, Chief Data 
Scientist Political Risk: Registration at info@mbi-geodata.com or at 06221/4555170 

Further press material (global map, etc.) can be downloaded at:  
https://service-mbi-geodata.com/s/Gni2DHZAcY2pCCx 

 

 
About Michael Bauer International GmbH 

Being a specialist for small-scale data for Geomarketing, Michael Bauer International has 
grown to one of the largest global data providers for over ten years. MBI unites passion and 
scientific know-how to provide globally consistent and comparable geographic data. 

Today MBI is not only recognized as a key data source but is also the preferred data provider 
for the largest leading GIS software and technology companies globally. For a vast variety of 
companies, MBI's data is the foundation for location-based questions related to company 
locations as well as branch and distribution networks. MBI mobile data offers valuable insights 
into the global consumer behavior and their customer journey. Companies from all industries 
are supplied with up-to-date data for market analyses and visualization by MBI, to take 
informed and data-based decisions. 

With CONIAS Risk Intelligence, we provide in-depth and data-driven information about the 
current and emerging dynamics of political conflicts worldwide. We support internationally 
operating companies and organizations in identifying political risks to location, logistics and 
investment security at an early stage and in developing targeted adaptation strategies. 

MBI is one of the first global HERE Technologies Distributors. HERE is the leading provider in 
the development of digital maps and location-based services. 

Both Michael Bauer Research GmbH and Michael Bauer Micromarketing GmbH are part of 
the Michael Bauer Group. 

For more information, please visit www.mbi-geodata.com. 
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