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Dr. Thomas Weber is stepping up  
to TOPTICA-Supervisory Board 

  
As of 01.10.2020, Dr. Thomas Weber will step back from the 
Executive Board of TOPTICA Photonics AG to the Supervisory 
Board. After 22 years with the company, the long-standing 
founding board member (Operations and Finance) is retiring 
from his leadership role in the company, which continues to 
grow strongly. 
 

 
Graefelfing, October 8th, 2020 - On September 21, 2020, the 
Supervisory Board of TOPTICA Photonics AG bade farewell to Dr. 
Thomas Weber from his role as Management Board member 
(Finance & Operations). After more than 22 years, he is leaving 
TOPTICA and retiring. "With his drive and organizational strength, 
Thomas has left a lasting mark on our company. I would like to thank 
him in the name of the entire TOPTICA family and the Supervisory 
Board for his passionate commitment. We wish him all the best for 
his future career", says his co-founder Dr. Wilhelm Kaenders. 
 
"Thomas was a stroke of luck for me and the company TOPTICA, which was founded in 1998 from the 
slipstream of the Technolas/TuiLaser. With my colleague from the board, I had a commercially 
experienced partner at my side, which led to a successful division of roles that personally freed me 
from many administrative obligations," summarizes co-founder and board member Dr. Wilhelm 
Kaenders.  
 
Dr. Thomas Renner, CEO of TOPTICA Photonics AG, adds: "Dr. Weber has shaped the company's 
image, enabled the extraordinary growth of the TOPTICA Group and has continuously developed it, 
promoting new concepts and creating partnerships. Under his leadership, the company-wide IT was 
set up in a future-oriented manner and digitization was pushed forward. With his far-sightedness, he 
has made a decisive contribution to successfully positioning the TOPTICA family for the future". 
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TOPTICA has been developing and manufacturing high-end laser systems for scientific and industrial applications for 20 years. 
Our portfolio includes diode lasers, ultrafast fiber lasers, terahertz systems and frequency combs. The systems are used for 
demanding applications in biophotonics, industrial metrology and quantum technology. TOPTICA is renowned for providing the 
widest wavelength coverage of diode lasers on the market, providing high-power lasers even at exotic wavelengths. 
Today, TOPTICA employs 340 people worldwide in six business units (TOPTICA Photonics AG, TOPTICA eagleyard, TOPTICA 
Projects GmbH, TOPTICA Photonics Inc. USA, TOPTICA Photonics K.K. Japan, and TOPTICA Photonics China) with a 
consolidated group turnover of € 76 million. 

 

Only last year, Dr. Weber received the 
award for a BAVARIA BEST 50 company 
from Bavaria's State Minister of 
Economic Affairs, Regional 
Development and Energy, Mr. Hubert 
Aiwanger. 
 
With Dr. Thomas Weber's move to the 
Supervisory Board, the Management 
Board now consists of Dr. Thomas 
Renner (Sales & Operations, left) and Dr. 
Wilhelm Kaenders (Technology, right). 
 
 

 
Additional change in the Supervisory Board 
Prof. Claus Zimmermann (University of Tübingen), who was one of the inspirations for the company's 
foundation and has served as a member of the supervisory board since TOPTICA's transformation into 
a public limited company in 2001, was given a farewell in his last supervisory board meeting with a 
gold-plated laser (DL100), which is the most successful tunable diode laser and the cornerstone of 
TOPTICA's current market position. 
 

The current Supervisory Board is now 
casted as follows:  Simon Grimminger 
(left), Dr. Dieter Schenk (Chairman, 2nd 
from left), Dr. Thomas Weber (2nd from 
right) and Dr. Martin Hohla (right). 

    


