
 

 1/2 

 
 

 

Knorr-Bremse Group 

 

Press release 
Munich 21.02.2019 
 
 

Knorr-Bremse achieves two top ratings for its sustainability  
performance 

▪ ISS-oekom awards Knorr-Bremse Prime Status for its sustainability strategy   
▪ EcoVadis honors Knorr-Bremse’s supplier management system with Gold Status 

Munich, February 21, 2019 – Knorr-Bremse, global market leader for braking systems 
and a leading supplier of other rail and commercial vehicle systems, has received 
positive assessments for its sustainable corporate governance from two independent 
rating organizations – ISS-oekom and EcoVadis – for 2018.  
 
As Ralph Heuwing, CFO of Knorr-Bremse AG and Member of the Executive Board respon-
sible for Corporate Responsibility explains: “Our mission to achieve safe, eco-efficient mo-
bility is closely linked to our sustainable governance goals. These positive ratings from ISS-
oekom and EcoVadis reflect our ongoing efforts to meet these aims.”  
 
Stefan Bräuherr, Head of Corporate Responsibility at Knorr-Bremse adds: “Responsible 
behavior includes such issues as working conditions, human rights, environmental protec-
tion and safety, business ethics and compliance in all parts of the company. Rating organi-
zations like ISS-oekom and EcoVadis provide our stakeholders with transparency on these 
matters and spur us on to further improvements.” 
 
In this case, assessment of the company’s ongoing sustainability performance serves two 
groups: The rating agency ISS-oekom provides information to help investors appraise the 
company; and the supplier platform EcoVadis supports business customers in their  
decision-making processes. 
 
ISS-oekom in Munich analyzes the environmental, social and governance (ESG) perfor-
mance of the world’s leading share and bond issuers. For 2018 the prestigious agency 
ranked Knorr-Bremse amongst the top 20% in the “Machinery” sector and awarded it Prime 
Status.   
 
EcoVadis uses its platform to make its CSR assessment of suppliers to global supply 
chains available to Knorr-Bremse’s customers and partners. Criteria relating to the envi-
ronment, social affairs, ethics and sustainable procurement are analyzed and assessed. 
2018 saw Knorr-Bremse improve its rating for sustainable supplier relations and become 
one of the 5% top performers.   
 
Caption 1 ISS-oekom awarded Knorr-Bremse Prime Status for its environmental, social and govern-
ance performance in 2018. | © Knorr-Bremse 
 
Caption 2 EcoVadis assesses the environmental and social performance of companies in 150 coun-

tries – in 2018 Knorr-Bremse was one of the 5% top performers. | © Knorr-Bremse 
 
Knorr-Bremse is the global market leader for braking systems and a leading supplier of safety-critical 
sub-systems for rail and commercial vehicles. Knorr-Bremse’s products make a decisive contribution 
to greater safety and energy efficiency on rail tracks and roads around the world. For more than 110 
years the company has been the industry innovator, driving innovation in mobility and transportation 
technologies, and with an edge in connected system solutions.  Knorr-Bremse is one of Germany’s 



 

 2/2 

 
 

 

Knorr-Bremse Group 

 

most successful industrial companies and profits from the key global megatrends:  urbanization, eco-
efficiency, digitization and automated driving.  
 
Some 29,000 employees at over 100 sites in more than 30 countries devote their skills and motiva-
tion to supplying customers all over the world with the products and services that they need.  Locali-
zation is a central element in Knorr-Bremse’s strategy. The company supplies braking, entry, control, 
auxiliary power supply, HVAC and driver assistance systems for rail vehicles, as well as braking, 
steering, powertrain, transmission management and driver assistance systems for commercial vehi-
cles.  
 
In 2017, Knorr-Bremse generated revenues of more than EUR 6.2 billion (IFRS) in its two divisions. 
A comprehensive aftermarket & services business with high entry barriers gives these revenues in-
creasingly cyclically independent stability. The company benefits from a strong, entrepreneurial and 
experienced management. Technological excellence, reliability, passion and responsibility are deep-
ly embedded in its corporate culture. 
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Alexandra Bufe  Knorr-Bremse AG 
Vice President Corporate Communications Moosacher Straße 80 
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