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Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems Italy to provide braking systems for 50 
double-decker regional trains from Hitachi Rail 
 
Munich/Campi Bisenzio, September 16, 2019 – Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems Italy has 
signed a contract with Hitachi Rail SpA to supply braking and sanitary systems for 50 
double-decker regional trains destined for Ferrovie Nord Milano. The new trains will 
consolidate Knorr-Bremse’s already strong presence in braking systems for Italian re-
gional trains. This latest contract is in addition to the double-decker platform which 
Hitachi is manufacturing for Trenitalia, and for which Knorr-Bremse is also supplying 
braking and sanitary systems. Here, the framework agreement is for up to 300 trains. 
 
“We are particularly proud of this contract from Hitachi Rail SpA,” says Simone Mantero, 
Managing Director of Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems Italy. “This is an important project that was 
specifically designed and developed by us for the new regional train platform realized by 
Hitachi. These braking systems with proven reliability and low environmental impact contrib-
ute to a high level of passenger comfort and safety.” 
 
The braking system supplied for the Hitachi double-decker trains ensures maximum safety 
through the use of multiple redundant control systems. The system is based on Knorr-Bremse 
EP Compact control modules that combine maximum brake control system reliability and 
maintainability with more compact dimensions and optimized component integration. 
 
The sanitary system, based on Knorr-Bremse’s compact vacuum unit which uses high-per-
formance sluice valves, is synonymous with efficiency and reliability. It features an advanced 
diagnostics concept, as well as condition-based maintenance algorithms that can increase 
availability and enable maintenance costs to be reduced. 
 
The Knorr-Bremse compact vacuum unit minimizes water and compressed air consumption 
per flushing cycle, helping to reduce the environmental impact of the sanitary system. The 
universal cabin door system complies with the standard for persons with reduced mobility. 
To date it has delivered more than 200 million kilometers of trouble-free service. 
 
Caption 1: The EP Compact brake control system that Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems Italy is delivering 
for 50 double-decker regional trains from Hitachi Rail | © Knorr-Bremse 
 
Knorr-Bremse (ISIN: DE000KBX1006, Ticker symbol: KBX) is the global market leader for braking 
systems and a leading supplier of other safety-critical rail and commercial vehicle systems. Knorr-
Bremse’s products make a decisive contribution to greater safety and energy efficiency on rail tracks 
and roads around the world. About 28,500 employees at over 100 sites in more than 30 countries use 
their competence and motivation to satisfy customers worldwide with products and services. In 2018, 
Knorr-Bremse’s two divisions together generated revenues of EUR 6.6 billion. For more than 114 years 
the company has been the industry innovator, driving innovation in mobility and transportation tech-
nologies with an edge in connected system solutions. Knorr-Bremse is one of Germany’s most suc-
cessful industrial companies and profits from the key global megatrends: Urbanization, eco-efficiency, 
digitization and automated driving. 
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