
 
Korean Air Aerospace Division presents first prototype cargo door for Airbus 

A350 XWB to Eurocopter  
 
 

Donauwörth, Seoul, August 6th, 2010 
 
This week Korean Air, the aerospace manufacturing division of the Korean Air Group, 
presented its first prototype of a cargo door to Eurocopter. Korean Air Aerospace 
Division acts as program partner and is responsible for three of the overall doors of 
the next generation Airbus A350 XWB. The acceptance ceremony took place at the 
Busan Plant of Korean Air Aerospace Division and was accompanied by the 
responsible CEO Eurocopter Deutschland GmbH, Dr. Wolfgang Schoder, and Dr. 
Michael Rehmet, Vice President Airplane Doors Systems as well as Hang-Jin Cho, 
Executive Vice President and chief of Korean Air Aerospace Division. On July 13th, 
Eurocopter signed a major contract with Airbus on all aircraft doors (passenger, 
service and cargo doors) of the new A350 XWB long-haul airliner, which represents a 
further step in the process of generating synergies and applying expertise for 
composite production methods between helicopter manufacturing and the design of 
aircraft doors in general. The closed 1.5 billion euro contract with the number one 
helicopter manufacturer includes the development, production and delivery of all 
passenger and cargo doors for the A350 XWB. As on schedule and on budget delivery 
is key for the whole A350 XWB project, Eurocopter is pleased to announce this first 
milestone with Korean Air. 
Aircraft doors are safety critical components of an aircraft. Due to the demanding certification 
and safety requirements the doors contain a complex and failsafe mechanism to enable 
them to be operated under all circumstances. Eurocopter’s Business Centre Airplane Door 
Systems, based in Donauwörth, Germany, has over 20 years of proven expertise in aircraft 
doors; for example by delivering airplane doors for the Airbus A300, A310, A318 to A321, 
A330/340 and A380 series. Technical know-how combined with an attractive commercial 
offer enabled Eurocopter to become partner with Korean Air Aerospace Division in the very 
competitive environment of aero structures. 
Dr. Wolfgang Schoder, CEO Eurocopter Deutschland GmbH, stated during the acceptance 
ceremony in Seoul: “This is a significant success for our company. We are very proud to 
continue the long and successful relationship between Eurocopter and the Korean industry 
on aircraft doors and helicopters with this new project.” 
 
By assuming responsibility for the development and manufacture of all A350 XWB doors, 
Eurocopter has reached another milestone in its efforts to be recognized as a fully-fledged 
systems provider. The A350 XWB contract with Airbus is of decisive importance to the future 
sustainability of Eurocopter’s manufacturing site in Germany. It confirms the company’s 
position as an experienced and highly skilled manufacturer of aircraft components, rather 
than merely as a leader in the helicopter business. Furthermore it confirms that Eurocopter’s 
Center of Excellence for Airplane Door Systems is on the right track by shifting its focus from 
traditional metal structures to new manufacturing technologies based on composite 
materials. Korean Air was from the beginning a valuable partner, that demonstrated its 
capabilities to support this forward-looking method of production. 



 
More than 150 Eurocopter engineers as well as 50 engineers and 80 Korean Air employees 
have been involved in the conceptual design, development and pre-production phases of this 
project since it was launched in 1997. An estimated budget of nearly 1.5 billion euros has 
been set aside to cover the total expenditure on all door systems for the planned family of 
A350 XWB aircraft, including work subcontracted to Korean Air in South Korea.  
 
Both partners, Korean Air Aerospace Division and Eurocopter, are confident that their joined 
approach for the delivery of all doors of the A350 XWB family will support the market 
success of the Airbus A350 XWB. 
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a Division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approx. 15,600 people. In 2009, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market, with a turnover of 4.6 billion 
Euros, orders for 344 new helicopters, and a 52 percent market share in the civil and 
parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s products account for 30 percent of the total world 
helicopter fleet. Its strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 18 subsidiaries on five 
continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and maintenance 
centers. More than 10,500 Eurocopter helicopters are currently in service with over 2,800 
customers in more than 140 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military 
helicopter range in the world.  
 
About Korean Air 
Korean Air, with a fleet of 131 aircrafts is one of the world’s top 20 airlines, and operates 
almost 400 passenger flights per day to 116 cities in 39 countries. It is a founding member of 
the SkyTeam alliance, together with its thirteen members, offers its 395 million annual 
passengers a worldwide system of more than 13,000 daily flights covering 896 destinations 
in 169 countries. The alliance celebrates its 10th anniversary in June 2010. 
 
More on Korean Air programs, routes, frequency and partners is available at 
www.koreanair.com.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
  
Pascale FLEURY Dolores MUNIZ 
Tel : +33 (0) 4 42 85 62 38 Tel : +33 (0)4 42 85 58 89 
Mob : +33 (0) 6 32 54 05 02 Mob : +33 (0) 6 31 47 08 99 
pascale.fleury@eurocopter.com dolores.muniz@eurocopter.com  
 
Christina GOTZHEIN Melanie WOLF 
Tel: + 49 (0) 89 60 00 64 88 Tel: + 49 (0) 906 71 57 39 
Mob.: + 49 (0) 151 14 22 92 43 Mob.: + 49 (0) 151 17 12 63 18 
christina.gotzhein@eurocopter.com  melanie.wolf@eurocopter.com  
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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