
 

 

Police Service of Northern Ireland’s EC145 order marks another 
Eurocopter helicopter sales success with British Isles law enforcement  

 
 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, March 14, 2013 
 
The acquisition of an EC145 by the Police Service of Northern Ireland will add another 
helicopter to this agency’s all-Eurocopter fleet, and reinforces the company’s impressive 
presence with law enforcement agencies in the British Isles. 
 
This latest rotary-wing aircraft is to be delivered in the first half of 2013, joining the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland’s current helicopter inventory, consisting of an owned EC145 and EC135, 
along with a leased BK117. With the rest of the fleet the new EC145 will be ready to serve in 
June this year, during the G8 Summit in Northern Ireland. 
 
The Police Service of Northern Ireland’s current Eurocopter fleet provides a high annual 
utilization, logging an average 1,100 flight hours yearly per helicopter with excellent reliability.  
The unit relies on an integrated British helicopter mission system and life cycle service solution 
provided from Eurocopter UK, Britain’s civil helicopter hub.  Latest state of the art high tech 
equipment is designed and built into the helicopter at Eurocopter’s Oxford plant, whereas 
maintenance, logistical and technical services are provided locally around the clock at the 
customer’s base in Northern Ireland. 
 
“With this new EC145 order, Eurocopter has further reinforced its position as the preferred 
provider of rotary-wing mission capability for law enforcement agencies in the UK and Ireland,” 
explained Markus Steinke, Managing Director of Eurocopter UK. “We are proud that the skies 
above the British Isles are patrolled by our capable and cost-effective products.  In times of 
government budget austerity we prove again that our solutions make a big difference”. 
 
Steinke added that the Police Service of Northern Ireland’s EC145 acquisition maintains 
Eurocopter’s 100 percent market share for police helicopter fleets in Northern Ireland, the 
Republic of Ireland and Scotland, along with a 70 percent share for England and Wales, 
accumulating to a total fleet of 30 EC135/EC145 helicopters. 
 
With more than 350 Eurocopter helicopters in civil and parapublic service across the United 
Kingdom, Eurocopter UK is the region’s leading onshore supplier of rotorcraft solutions.  
 
From its main facility in Oxford, Eurocopter UK affiliate offers a full range of products and services 
for rotary-wing aircraft operators in the law enforcement, military, medical airlift and private and 
business aviation sectors. 
 
About Eurocopter UK Ltd. 
Eurocopter UK Ltd and its predecessors have been present and highly active in the United 
Kingdom for over 30 years, dominating the civil rotary wing (rw) sector.  Its contribution to the 
aerospace sector of the national economy includes the development of police aviation leading to 
a 75% market share, air ambulances (70% share), and well over 50% of the offshore oil and gas 
market.  Eurocopter UK Ltd is headquartered in Oxford, with additional bases in Dublin (Ireland), 
Belfast (Northern Ireland), Hawarden (Wales) and Aberdeen (Scotland) and provides the full 



 

 

range of products and services for the rw sector, including prime contractor ship of the RAF 
Puma Mk2 programmed.  Some 450 Eurocopter helicopters form the biggest part of the UK's 
turbine helicopter fleet and the backbone of vital national infrastructure such as 100 helicopters 
serving the UK Ministry of Defence for transport, training and high end operational missions.  
Eurocopter enjoys a reputation for innovation, high quality and a strong customer service ethos.  
To date, Eurocopter UK Ltd has exported helicopter High-Tech solutions to 23 nations on all 
continents.  The Eurocopter group employs more than 1600 people across the British Isles. 
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace and defense-related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approximately 22,000 people. In 2012, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer with a turnover of 6.3 billion Euros, orders for 469 new helicopters and a 
38 percent market share in the civil and parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s helicopters 
account for 33 percent of the worldwide civil and parapublic fleet. Eurocopter’s strong 
international presence is ensured by its subsidiaries and participations in 21 countries. 
Eurocopter’s worldwide network of service centers, training facilities, distributors and certified 
agents supports more than 2,900 customers. There are currently more than 11,780 Eurocopter 
helicopters in service in 148 countries. Eurocopter offers the most comprehensive civil and 
military helicopter range in the world and is fully committed to safety as the most important 
aspect of its business. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Stéphane Chéry Julie Guérin 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 59 64 
Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: + 33 (0)6 22 00 34 73 
stephane.chery@eurocopter.com Julie.guerin@eurocopter.com 
 
Lynn Sadler 
Tel: + 44 (0)1865 852415 
Mob: + 44 (0)7900 406098 
Lynn.Sadler@eurocopter.co.uk 
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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