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Gartner Says Worldwide Mobile PC Shipments Grew 43 Per Cent in First Quarter of 2010 

Mobile PC Market Experiences Strongest Growth Rate in Eight Years 

STAMFORD, Conn., May 25, 2010 — Worldwide mobile PC shipments totalled 49.4 million units in the 
first quarter of 2010, a 43.4 per cent increase from the first quarter of 2009, according to final results by 
Gartner, Inc. This year-over-year growth is the highest the mobile PC market has experienced in eight 
years and represents about $36 billion in end-user spending. 
 
Shipments to the consumer segments continued to be the main growth driver, but there was an uptake in 
the professional segment. Gartner expects to see higher growth in the professional market toward the end 
of 2010 and into 2011 as part of a larger refresh cycle. 
 
"Mini-notebook PCs were a big part of the bump in mobile PC shipments in the first quarter of 2010, with 
shipments growing 71 per cent over the same period last year," said Mikako Kitagawa, principal analyst at 
Gartner. "However, mini-notebooks' share slowed in some regions as consumers begin to understand the 
limitations of mini-notebooks, especially in the face of aggressive price cuts of regular notebooks." 
 
"The average selling price (ASP) of mobile PCs was $732 in the first quarter of 2010, a 15.7 per cent 
decline from the first quarter of 2009, when the ASP was $868," Ms Kitagawa said. "The ASP for mobile 
PCs is expected to stabilise as sales into the professional market will grow, resulting in slightly higher 
ASPs compared to consumer mobile PCs." 
 
HP continued to be the No. 1 vendor in worldwide mobile PC shipments, as it accounted for 19.2 per cent 
of shipments in the first quarter of 2010 (see Table 1). However, HP and Dell were the only vendors in the 
top five to grow below the industry average. Asus and Acer experienced the strongest growth rate among 
the top-tier vendors with shipment increases of 113 per cent and 48.4 per cent, respectively. Gartner 
analysts said this growth was driven by sales in the low-end consumer market. 
 
Table 1 
Worldwide Mobile PC Vendor Unit Shipment Estimates for 1Q10 (Thousands of Units) 
 
Company 

1Q10 
Shipments 

1Q10 Market 
Share (%) 

1Q09 
Shipments 

1Q09 Market 
Share (%) 

1Q09-1Q10 
Growth (%) 

HP 9,458.1 19.2 7,676.3 22.3 23.2 
Acer  9,122.5 18.5 6,147.6 17.9 48.4 
Dell  5,662.4 11.5 4,254.3 12.4 33.1 
Toshiba 4,573.9 9.3 3,395.3 9.9 34.7 
Asus 4,324.0 8.8 2,030.5 5.9 113.0 
Others 16,233.1 32.9 10,921.9 31.7 48.6 
Total  49,374.0 100.0 34,425.9 100.0 43.4 
Source: Gartner (May 2010) 

 
Gartner estimates that there are about 500 million mobile PCs currently in use worldwide. Products from 
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adjacent categories, such as smartphones and media tablets (Apple's iPad), offer messaging and web 
access, which are challenging the key applications for PCs. While Gartner does not see these products as 
a direct replacement for mobile PCs, analysts are closely monitoring how consumers and businesses are 
using them. The top applications that are downloaded will tell a lot about how these devices could displace 
some mobile PC sales in the future. 
 
About Gartner 
Gartner, Inc. (NYSE: IT) is the world's leading information technology research and advisory company. 
Gartner deliver the technology-related insight necessary for its clients to make the right decisions, every 
day. From CIOs and senior IT leaders in corporations and government agencies, to business leaders in 
high-tech and telecom enterprises and professional services firms, to technology investors, Gartner is the 
indispensable partner to approximately 60,000 clients in 10,000 distinct organizations. Through the 
resources of Gartner Research, Gartner Executive Programs, Gartner Consulting and Gartner Events, 
Gartner works with every client to research, analyze and interpret the business of IT within the context of 
their individual role. Founded in 1979, Gartner is headquartered in Stamford, Connecticut, U.S.A., and has 
approximately 4,300 associates, including approximately 1,200 research analysts and consultants serving 
clients in 80 countries. For more information, visit www.gartner.com. 
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