
Press Release 

1/3 

Tomorrow’s urban traffic: BFFT and the “E-Bus-Pro” network 

are developing zero-emission electric buses 

Exhaust fumes, noise and traffic jams: given population growth and urbaniza-

tion, the central challenge in urban development is inner-city traffic. BFFT, the 

automotive engineering developer from Ingolstadt, Germany, is working with 

the “E-Bus-Pro” network on the development of a fully electric bus for everyday 

use that can provide regular transport services in the city. 

Ingolstadt (9
th

 October 2014) – It has the potential to revolutionize local public 

transport in cities worldwide: a fully electric bus for line traffic. It is to be emissions-

free and thanks to its low production costs will be cost-effective to be put to every-

day use. The automotive engineering developer BFFT is committed to achieving this 

ambitious goal by 2016. The Ingolstadt based company is working together with the 

“E-Bus-Pro” network funded by the German federal government alongside 8 German 

companies and 1 Polish company. Within the network established in 2013, BFFT’s 

engineers assume responsibility for the integration of components like batteries and 

their charging and cooling systems in the fully electric bus. 

The company from Ingolstadt has acquired a high level of competency as a long 

standing partner of the automobile industry in the area of electronic technology. For 

instance, for their client Audi, BFFT worked on the battery development for the 

A1 e-tron and R8 e-tron concept cars. Already in 2006 a complete concept for ener-

gy saving systems in hybrid buses was created by workers in the second company 

premises in Berlin for Berlin’s local public transport (“Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe”). 

BFFT is now able to contribute this know-how to the “E-Bus-Pro” network. And this 

involves far more than just building a bus with an electric motor: in order to com-

pete with a standard bus with an internal combustion engine, fully electric buses 

need to achieve a high range between charges – 120-150 km being the target. To be 

able to achieve this, energy efficient auxiliaries are to be used, so that as little pow-

er as possible is consumed by the air conditioning units, etc., and so that this spare 

power can instead be made available to drive the vehicle. And to be able to keep up 

with standard buses on an economic footing, BFFT plans to use a modular battery 

system, in which individual segments can be switched out cost-effectively. In this 

way the operational costs will stay on a competitive level, which will make it possible 

to use these vehicles for long-term routine use to operate standard bus routes. In 

the research and development labs of BFFT engineers are working flat out to achieve 

these goals. “E-Bus-Pro” plans, by 2016, to have made the vision of a fully electric 

bus for routine service for all routes become reality. 
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About BFFT 

The BFFT Gesellschaft für Fahrzeugtechnik mbH is an automotive engineering deve-

loper focussing on electronics (BFFT= Behr Fichtner Fahrzeugtechnik). Established in 

1998, the company has enjoyed continual growth and currently employs about 700 

staff at its headquarters in Gaimersheim near Ingolstadt (Bavaria) and in other offic-

es in Germany, China, England, Italy, Hungary and the USA. The range of products 

and services focussing on electronics extends from initial concepts, prototype and 

series-ready system developments to assuring and safeguarding these systems. Ex-

amples for development areas are infotainment, energy and driver assistance sys-

tems as well as connectivity. For the past few years, BFFT has also been involved in 

transferring automotive technologies to the aviation industry. Contractors and part-

ners are international automotive and aviation industry companies and their suppli-

ers. 

Further information on BFFT can be found on the website www.bfft.de/en or gladly 

provided upon request from the following contact details. Additional images and 

past BFFT press releases can be found at www.bfft.de/en/press. 

 

Contact 

BFFT 

Gesellschaft für Fahrzeugtechnik mbH 

 

Annemarie Schmitgen 

Marketing Communication 

 

Dr.-Ludwig-Kraus-Straße 2  

D-85080 Gaimersheim  

Germany 

 

Phone:  +49 (8458) 3238 - 2215 

Mobile:  +49 (173) 294 25 95 

Fax:  +49 (8458) 3238 - 29 

E-Mail:  presse[at]bfft.de  

 

Web:   bfft.de  

 twitter.com/BFFT_GmbH 

 facebook.com/BFFTFahrzeugtechnik 

 google.com/+BFFTGesellschaftfürFahrzeugtechnikmbHGaimersheim 

 xing.com/company/bfft 

 linkedin.com/company/bfft-gmbh 

 youtube.com/BFFTFahrzeugtechnik  

http://bit.ly/BfftWebsiteEN
http://bit.ly/BfftWebsitePressEN
http://bit.ly/BfftWebsiteEN
http://bit.ly/BfftTwitter
http://bit.ly/BfftFacebook
http://bit.ly/BfftGoogleplus
http://bit.ly/BfftXing
http://bit.ly/BfftLinkedin
http://bit.ly/BfftYoutube
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Images 

Note 

All images are freely available, on condition that they are used complete with the original 

caption and copyright statement. 

Higher resolution versions of the images can be downloaded at www.bfft.de/en/press. 
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In the "E-Bus-Pro" network, nine companies have 

joined forces to develop a fully electric bus. 

(Source: E-Bus-Pro) 

The journey from hybrid to fully electric bus: BFFT was 

already involved in the development of hybrid buses 

for Berlin’s local public transport (“Berliner 

Verkehrsbetriebe”) in 2006. 

(Source: BFFT) 

The "E-Bus-Pro" network wants to see the vision of a 

fully electric bus for routine services become reality. 

(Source: hochform design®) 

Schematic drawing of an electric bus.  

(Source: E-Bus-Pro) 
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