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PRESS	RELEASE	

SEMVOX	MAKES	ROBOTS	 LISTEN,	UNDERSTAND	AND	TALK	AT	GLOBAL	
ROBOT	EXPO	2018	
Saarbruecken,	March	28,	2018	

With	the	world’s	most	sophis0cated	technologies	for	Automa0c	Speech	Recogni0on,	Text-to-Speech-
Synthesis	and	AI-based	speech	processing,	SemVox	showcases	how	robots	can	be	given	language	and	
understanding	at	Global	Robot	Expo	2018	in	Madrid.	

SemVox	shows	Zorabots’	Billy-Billy,	the	intelligent,	talking	flowerpot	at	IFEMA	Madrid	from	18th	to	
20th	of	April,	2018.		

Billy-Billy	is	an	interacKve	plant	pot,	which	is	made	for	making	
elderly	people’s	lives	easier	and	more	comfortable.	BILLY	is	set	up	
with	different	sensors;	they	capture	for	example	the	surrounding	
light	or	temperature	level,	for	that	the	roboKc	pot	can	assist	and	
support	its	owners	by	taking	care	of	plants	and	herbs.	Thanks	to	
the	Nuance	Vocalizer	TTS,	BILLY	can	use	the	Internet	connecKon	
to	read	news,	the	latest	weather	informaKon	or	text	messages	
while	understanding	the	owners’	voice	using	Nuance	VoCon	
Hybrid	ASR.	However,	Billy-Billy	is	not	only	made	for	elderly	
people,	also	children	can	work	with	it	interacKvely,	as	SemVox	
ODP	allows	intelligent	interacKon.	Furthermore,	through	a	
shared	dashboard,	you	can	connect	and	share	your	personal	
agenda.	This	means	that	the	robot	is	able	for	example	to	remind	
Grandma	and	Grandpa	to	take	their	medicaKon	on	Kme,	that	a	

visit	from	their	care	staff	is	pending	or	that	a	family	visit	is	pending.		

SemVox	ODP	S3	and	ODP	InDia	
SemVox’s	development	pla[orm	ODP	S3	(Ontology-based	Dialog	Pla[orm)	uses	innovaKve	semanKc	
technologies	and	extensive	ontologies.	It’s	not	only	future-proof	and	highly	flexible	but	also	
extremely	powerful	and	serves	as	the	basis	for	the	connecKon	of	all	kinds	of	apps,	programs,	
databases	and	hardware.	All	these	components	are	context	providers	for	SemVox	ODP	S3	and	allow	it	
to	perform	highly	complex	reasoning	processes	–	SemVox	ODP	S3	learns.	And	because	ODP	S3	based	
soluKons	can	run	independently	from	the	operaKng	system	and	without	the	need	for	an	Internet	
connecKon,	seamless	cross-device	integraKon	isn’t	a	problem	either.		We	provide	a	complete	tool	
chain	for	the	development	of	interacKve	systems	on	the	basis	of	ODP	S3.	The	enKre	development	
process	of	any	ODP	S3	soluKon	-	from	the	specificaKon,	dialog	construcKon	to	the	roll-out	on	the	
target	pla[orm	-	can	be	carried	out	in	an	integrated	development	environment	(IDE).	This	enhances	
the	efficiency	of	the	development	process	and	reduces	its	complexity.	At	the	same	Kme,	the	
applicaKons	are	more	robust	and	the	Kme-to-market	can	be	significantly	reduced.	
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SemVox	ODP	S3	enables	completely	embedded,	hybrid	(connec0ng	to	cloud-servers	only	when	required),	or	fully	cloud-based	
solu0ons.	 It	 doesn’t	 maRer	 whether	 servers	 are	 privately	 hosted,	 distributed	 (and	 hence	 edge-compu0ng-ready)	 or	
centralized	–	all	of	this	works	also	cross-device.	

SemVox	ODP	InDia	enables	embedded	voice	control	for	exisKng	applicaKon	logics	with	minimal	
modeling	effort.	Efficient	and	reliable	voice	dialog	in	just	a	few	minutes!	

The	Nuance	automaKc	speech	recognizer	VoCon	Hybrid	and	the	speech	synthesis	Nuance	Vocalizer	
Expressive	are	State-of-the-Art	components	for	all	applicaKon	areas	from	toys	and	home	appliances,	
announcement	systems	and	learning	programs	to	industrial	control	applicaKons.	

NUANCE	VOCON	HYBRID	4.12	SDK	(ASR)	
Nuance	VoCon	Hybrid	4.12	covers	the	complete	range	of	funcKonaliKes	of	an	SDK	for	embedded	and	
connected	speech	recogniKon	soluKons.	VoCon	Hybrid	stands	for	mulKlingual	speech	recogniKon	and	
supports	more	than	30	different	target	languages.	VoCon	Hybrid	facilitates	unparalleled	accuracy	and	
efficiency	for	a	range	of	applicaKons	with	voice	control	funcKonaliKes.	

NUANCE	VOCALIZER	EXPRESSIVE	(TTS)	
Nuance	Vocalizer	Expressive	is	an	embedded	text-to-speech	soluKon,	which	adds	a	natural	sounding	
voice	to	your	applicaKon.	The	Nuance	speech	synthesis	translates	text	into	speech	with	the	highest	
accuracy	and	achieves	ideal	results	in	the	processing	of	long	texts.	Vocalizer	Expressive	supports	53	
languages	and	111	voices.	

Billy-Billy	is	a	product	from	Zorabots.	For	more	informaKon,	please	visit	www.zorabots.be	

You	can	find	us	at	IFEMA	Madrid,	booth	153,	from	18th	to	20th	April,	2018.	
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SemVox	offers	efficient	and	secure	soluKons	and	technologies	for	voice	control,	mulKmodal	human-
machine	interacKon	and	intelligent	assistance	systems,	based	on	the	latest	AI	technology.	

SemVox	was	founded	in	2008	and	its	more	than	50	employees	make	informaKon	become	usable	in	an	
intuiKve	way.	No	maker	 if	 speech	 input,	 gesture	or	 touchscreen	control,	or	even	a	 combinaKon	of	
several	input	modes	–	SemVox	technology	gives	users	the	freedom	to	choose	the	opKmal	input	mode	
in	any	situaKon.			
		
Based	on	SemVox	ODP	S3	(Ontology-based	Dialog	Pla[orm)	and	SemVox	ODP	InDIa,	SemVox	and	its	
customers	develop	interacKve,	intermodal	and	intelligent	soluKons	for	the	automoKve	sector,	service	
roboKcs,	 consumer	 electronics,	 Industry	 4.0	 and	 logisKcs,	 medical	 technology	 and	 markeKng	
soluKons.	

SemVox	 ODP	 S3-based	 soluKons	 do	 not	 only	 offer	 the	 usual	 possibiliKes	 of	 a	 dialog-based	 voice	
control	system	but	are	capable	of	fulfilling	far	more	complex	tasks	in	a	proacKve	way.	SemVox	ODP	S3	
even	enables	integrators	to	develop	their	own	intelligent	next-generaKon	speech	dialog	systems	and	
integrate	 them	 into	 their	 exisKng	 infrastructures.	 Our	 pla[orm-independent	 soluKons	 and	
technologies	 can	 be	 easily	 integrated	 on	 end	 devices	 (embedded,	 without	 the	 need	 of	 a	 cloud	
connecKon,	making	data	really	secure),	run	in	a	private	cloud	or	intranet	or	in	a	hybrid	system.		

With	 more	 than	 100	 years	 of	 combined	 experience,	 SemVox	 also	 provides	 technology	 consulKng	
services	and	supports	customers	in	transforming	ideas	into	innovaKons.		

SemVox	is	an	official	Nuance	Master	Distributor.		
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