News Release

BASF UV filters provide reliable protection against

sunburn and skin aging
» National Sun Protection Awareness Day in Germany
» UVA and UVB filters for reliable protection

Ludwigshafen, Germany — June 19, 2008 — Sunshine, sandy
beaches — summer's begun, vacation season beckons. A national
awareness day sloganed "Sun Protection? Sure as Sunshine!" is to
mark the start of summer and show effective ways of protecting the
skin against too much sun. "Sun Protection Awareness Day" takes
place on June 21 under the joint aegis of various institutions
including the German Child Welfare Association (Deutscher
Kinderschutzbund), Federal Consumer Initiatives' Association
(Bundesverband der Verbraucher Initiative) and the Personal Care
Industry  Association  (Industrieverband  Koérperpflege- und
Waschmittel).

BASF's highly active UV filters help protect skin from UV radiation.
BASF supplies many big-name sunscreen product manufacturers
and is one of the world's leading cosmetic industry suppliers. More
and more skincare and decorative cosmetic products now contain
UV filters. "A good product should give two-fold protection against
sunburn and premature skin aging,” says Dr. Heike Floesser-
Mueller, sunscreen expert and European marketing specialist for
cosmetic ingredients at BASF. "So cosmetic products should contain
UVB and UVA filters."

June 19, 2008

P 319/08e

Stefanie Hofmann

Telefon: +49 621 60-48294
Fax: +49 621 60-48928
stefanie.hofmann@basf.com

BASF SE

67056 Ludwigshafen
Telefon: +49 621 60-0
http://www.basf.de
Corporate Media Relations
Telefon: +49 621 60-20916
Telefax: +49 621 60-92693
presse.kontakt@basf.com



mailto:vorname.nachname@basf-ag.de
mailto:stefanie.hofmann@basf.com
mailto:wylie.rogers@basf.com
http://www.basf.de/
mailto:presse.kontakt@basf.com

Page 2 P 319/08e

BASF developed the highly active filter Uvinul® A Plus for reliable

protection against deeply penetrating UVA radiation.

How does UVA radiation affect our skin?

Long-wave UVA radiation accounts for about 90 percent of the UV light
reaching the surface of the earth. Scientists now know for sure that long-
wave UVA light harms the skin. It penetrates the connective tissue at
depth, causing chronic damage and promoting premature skin aging
(photoaging), among other effects. Signs of photoaging include lines and
wrinkles, reduced skin elasticity, pigment spots, and impaired immune

system performance.

UVA radiation also generates free radicals. These are highly reactive
aggressive compounds that attack everything in their immediate
environment. They harm cell membranes and interfere with DNA,
disrupting the fine balance that regulates cell functions. UVA radiation also
stimulate the body's natural mechanisms into excessive breakdown of
connective tissue fibers composed of elastin and collagen. The skin loses

elasticity and moisture, causing wrinkles to develop or deepen.

Our bodies have no UVA warning system similar to the sunburn that
indicates excessive UVB exposure. The effects accumulate unnoticed and
become evident only after years have passed. It doesn't take sunbathing
to expose us to UVA radiation. UVA reaches us through an overcast sky,
in the shade and behind windows. The EU Commission recently
acknowledged the problem and issued a recommendation for a minimum
level of UVA protection in sunscreen products. A round UVA label on the

pack indicates that a product offers adequate UVA protection.
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How does Uvinul A Plus work?

BASF's Uvinul A Plus captures incident radiation and converts it to
harmless heat. The substance is highly lightproof and so provides long-
lasting protection. "Uvinul A Plus provides effective and dependent solar
protection,” says Dr. Heike Floesser-Mueller. "We should be aware of the
need for responsible sun protection at all times, not only on vacation but
every day. It doesn't have to be complicated. The best policy is to use
everyday skincare products with built-in protection from free radicals and

photoaging."

BASF UV filters provide reliable, long-lasting protection against UV
radiation, are water- and sweat-resistant, and feel pleasant on the skin.
They reduce the amount of UV light penetrating the skin by reflecting,
scattering or converting it into harmless heat. Most products contain a
combination of different filters in the same sunscreen to cover the entire
UVA and UVB spectrum.

More information is available at

http://www.corporate.basf.com/en/stories/wipo/uv-filter/

Note for editors:

A press photo can be downloaded from the Internet at

www.basf.de/pressefoto, under the keyword “Product in everyday life”.

Personal Care Ingredients

Our assortment of personal care ingredients comprises UV filters, active ingredients,
cosmetic polymers, surfactants and effect pigments. With that range of high quality
products we are the partner of personal care industry in the areas of hair care, skin and sun

care, oral care, body wash and shampoo and color cosmetics.

About BASF
BASF is the world’s leading chemical company: The Chemical Company. Its portfolio
ranges from oil and gas to chemicals, plastics, performance products, agricultural

products and fine chemicals. As a reliable partner BASF helps its customers in virtually all


http://www.corporate.basf.com/en/stories/wipo/uv-filter/

Page 4 P 319/08e

industries to be more successful. With its high-value products and intelligent solutions,
BASF plays an important role in finding answers to global challenges such as climate
protection, energy efficiency, nutrition and mobility. BASF has more than 95,000
employees and posted sales of almost €58 billion in 2007. Further information on BASF is

available on the Internet at www.basf.com.



