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Gartner Says Big Data Will Drive $28 Billion of IT Spending in 2012 

Analysts to Examine Key Issues Around Big Data at Gartner Symposium/ITxpo 2012 

STAMFORD, Conn., October 17, 2012 — Big data will drive $28 billion of worldwide IT spending in 2012, 
according to Gartner, Inc. In 2013, big data is forecast to drive $34 billion of IT spending.  
 
Most of the current spending is used in adapting traditional solutions to the big data demands — machine 
data, social data, widely varied data, unpredictable velocity, and so on — and only $4.3 billion in software 
sales will be driven directly by demands for new big data functionality in 2012.  
 
Big data currently has the most significant impact in social network analysis and content analytics with 45 
per cent of new spending each year. In traditional IT supplier markets, application infrastructure and 
middleware is most affected (10 per cent of new spending each year is influenced by big data in some 
way) when compared with storage software, database management system, data integration/quality, 
business intelligence or supply chain management (SCM). 
 
"Despite the hype, big data is not a distinct, stand-alone market, it but represents an industry-wide market 
force which must be addressed in products, practices and solution delivery," said Mark Beyer, research 
vice president at Gartner. "In 2011, big data formed a new driver in almost every category of IT spending. 
However, through 2018, big data requirements will gradually evolve from differentiation to 'table stakes' in 
information management practices and technology. By 2020, big data features and functionality will be 
non-differentiating and routinely expected from traditional enterprise vendors and part of their product 
offerings." 
 
Big data opportunities emerged when several advances in different IT categories aligned in a short period 
at the end of the last decade, creating a dramatic increase in computing technology capacity. This new 
capacity, coupled with latent demands for analysis of "dark data," social networks data and operational 
technology (or machine data), created an environment highly conducive to rapid innovation. 
 
Starting near the end of 2015, Gartner expects leading organisations to begin to use their big data 
experience in an almost embedded form in their architectures and practices. Beginning in 2018, big data 
solutions will be offering increasingly less of a distinct advantage over traditional solutions that have 
incorporated new features and functions to support greater agility when addressing volume, variety and 
velocity. However, the skills, practices and tools currently viewed as big data solutions will persist as 
leading organisations will have incorporated the design principles and acquired the skills necessary to 
address big data concerns as routine flexibility. 
 
"Because big data's effects are pervasive, big data will evolve to become a standardised requirement in 
leading information architectural practices, forcing older practices and technology into early 
obsolescence," said Mr Beyer. "As a result, big data will once again become 'just data' by 2020 and 
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architectural approaches, infrastructure and hardware/software that does not adapt to this 'new normal' 
will be retired. Organisations resisting this change will suffer severe economic impacts." 
 
Additional information is available in the report "Big Data Drives Rapid Changes in Infrastructure and $232 
Billion in IT Spending Through 2016". The report is available on Gartner's web site at 
http://www.gartner.com/resId=2195915. 
 
Gartner will present its latest IT spending outlook during the webinar, "Gartner Worldwide IT Spending 
Forecast, 3Q12 Update" at 4:00pm UK on 23 October. To register for this complimentary webinar, please 
visit 
http://my.gartner.com/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=202&mode=2&PageID=5553&resId=2155916&re
f=Webinar-Calendar. 
 
Gartner analysts will be further discussing the future of big data at Gartner Symposium/ITxpo 2012.  
 

About Gartner Symposium/ITxpo 
Gartner Symposium/ITxpo is the world's most important gathering of CIOs and senior IT executives. This 
event delivers independent and objective content with the authority and weight of the world's leading IT 
research and advisory organization, and provides access to the latest solutions from key technology 
providers. Gartner's annual Symposium/ITxpo events are key components of attendees' annual planning 
efforts. IT executives rely on Gartner Symposium/ITxpo to gain insight into how their organizations can 
use IT to address business challenges and improve operational efficiency. 
 
Additional information for Gartner Symposium/ITxpo 2012 in Barcelona, 5-8 November, is available at 
www.gartner.com/eu/symposium. Members of the media can register for the event by contacting Laurence 
Goasduff at laurence.goasduff@gartner.com. Follow news, photos and video coming from Gartner 
Symposium/ITxpo on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/#!/GartnerSymposium, and on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/Gartner_inc and using #GartnerSym. 
 
Upcoming dates and locations for Gartner Symposium/ITxpo include: 
21-25 October, Orlando, Florida: www.gartner.com/us/symposium 
29-31 October, Sao Paulo, Brazil: www.gartner.com/br/symposium 
5-8 November, Barcelona, Spain: www.gartner.com/eu/symposium 
12-15 November, Gold Coast, Australia: www.gartner.com/au/symposium 
5-7 March, 2013, Dubai, UAE: www.gartner.com/technology/symposium/dubai/ 
 

About Gartner 

Gartner, Inc. (NYSE: IT) is the world's leading information technology research and advisory company. 
Gartner delivers the technology-related insight necessary for its clients to make the right decisions, every 
day. From CIOs and senior IT leaders in corporations and government agencies, to business leaders in 
high-tech and telecom enterprises and professional services firms, to technology investors, Gartner is a 
valuable partner in 12,000 distinct organizations. Through the resources of Gartner Research, Gartner 
Executive Programs, Gartner Consulting and Gartner Events, Gartner works with every client to research, 
analyze and interpret the business of IT within the context of their individual role. Founded in 1979, 
Gartner is headquartered in Stamford, Connecticut, USA, and has 5,200 associates, including 1,280 
research analysts and consultants, and clients in 85 countries. For more information, visit 
www.gartner.com. 
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