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Airbus Helicopters to Continue Providing Full Service Support for 
Bundeswehr’s EC135 Training Helicopters 
Support contract for the fleet in Bückeburg extended until 2022 
 
Donauwörth, December 15, 2014 – Airbus Helicopters has won the support contract to maintain, 
overhaul and ensure the availability of the German Army Aviation School’s fleet of EC135 training 
helicopters. This extends the existing contract, signed in 2005, by a further seven years. 
 
“At the core of the Airbus Helicopters full service contract is ensuring that on virtually every working 
day, eleven EC135 aircraft are available on the airfield for training purposes. This puts the fleet’s 
operational availability at over 95 percent,” explained Ralf Barnscheidt, Head of the Military Support 
Center in Germany. “A team of technicians that is constantly on-site at the Bückeburg location as 
well as our specialist maintenance center in Kassel-Calden provide technical and logistical support, 
carry out throughlife maintenance and even large-scale repair work, and are responsible for 
ensuring the mission readiness of the helicopters.” Barnscheidt added, “We’re delighted that the 
Bundeswehr has once again chosen to put its faith in us, building on what is now 15 years of fruitful 
collaboration on the EC135.”  
 
Colonel Uwe Klein, commander of the German Army Aviation School and General in the German 
Army Aviation Corps, stated that “Airbus Helicopters submitted the most cost-effective bid for the 
service contract – one that is perfectly tailored to the requirements of the German Army Aviation 
School – and we look forward to continuing our collaboration. The on-site teams do tremendous 
work: We can always count on the helicopters we need being available for each and every training 
session – even for night flights – so that our people have to perform just the pre-flight check.” 
 
The German Army Aviation School in Bückeburg trains some 70 future Bundeswehr pilots using a 
total of 14 EC135 aircraft, which log about 6,000 flight hours a year. Over the course of twelve 
months, student pilots learn how to fly a helicopter under visual flight rules and also qualify in IFR 
and sensor flight in low-altitude night flight. 

 

About Airbus Helicopters 

Airbus Helicopters, formerly Eurocopter, is a division of Airbus Group, a global pioneer in 

aerospace and defense related services. Airbus Helicopters is the world’s No. 1 helicopter 

manufacturer and employs more than 23,000 people worldwide. With 46 percent market 

share in civil and parapublic sectors, the company’s fleet in service includes some 12,000 

helicopters operated by more than 3,000 customers in approximately 150 countries. Airbus 

Helicopters’ international presence is marked by its customer centers and participations in 21 

countries, and its worldwide network of service centers, training facilities, distributors and 

certified agents. Airbus Helicopters’ range of civil and military helicopters is the world’s 

largest; its aircraft account for one third of the worldwide civil and parapublic fleet. The 

company’s chief priority is to ensure the safe operation of its aircraft for the thousands of 

people who fly more than 3 million hours per year. 
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For more information please contact: 
 

Stéphane Chéry Gloria Illas 

Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 60 51 Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 58 89 

Mob: + 33 (0)6 23 93 71 23 Mob: +33 (0) 6 31 47 08 99 

stephane.chery@airbus.com  gloria.illas@airbus.com 
 
Claas Belling Julia Sailer 
Tel: + 49 (0)906 71 4565 Tel: + 49 (0)906 71 2129 

Mob: +49 (0)151 6885 4939 Mob: + 49 (0)151 2645 0997 

Claas.belling@airbus.com Julia.sailer@airbus.com  
 
Erin Callender Priscilla Yip 
Tel: + 33 (0)4 42 85 51 31 Tel: +65 6592 7217 

Mob: + 33 (0)6 72 86 68 03 Mob: +65 9660 7040 

Erin.callender@airbus.com Priscilla.yip@airbus.com 

  

 

mailto:stephane.chery@eurocopter.com
mailto:gloria.illas@eurocopter.com
mailto:Claas.belling@airbus.com
mailto:Julia.sailer@airbus.com
mailto:Heather.couthaud@airbus.com
mailto:Priscilla.yip@airbus.com

