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The ICDAR2017 competition on BAseline 
Detection (cBAD) dataset consists of 2035 
document page images that were collect-

ed from 9 different archives. Since tradi-
tional evaluation schemes are not applica-

ble to the size and modality of this data-
set, we present a new one, that introduces 

baselines to measure performance.

The competition was carried out using the 
ScriptNet platform [4]. Teams could 

download the training set along with GT 
and the images of the test set. For evalua-

tion, participants uploaded the resulting 
XMLs (one per image) which were directly 

evaluated on ScriptNet. Methods of five 
different teams were submitted for Track 

A and four teams submitted to Track B.

The evaluation was carried out with the 
new baseline evaluation scheme. The 
median F-value of all submissions for 

Track A is 0.89 and 0.76 for Track B. 
Hence, state-of-the-art baseline detection 
methods achieve decent results on histor-
ical documents given that the text regions 

are segmented. If complex layout varia-
tions are present, baseline detection is still 

a challenging task.
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2035 pages in total

data from 9 different archives

102 902 baselines tested

Method P-value R-value F-value
DMRZ 0.854 0.863 0.859

BYU 0.773 0.820 0.796
IRISA 0.692 0.772 0.730

UPVLC 0.833 0.606 0.702

Method P-value R-value F-value
DMRZ 0.973 0.970 0.971
UPVLC 0.937 0.855 0.894

BYU 0.878 0.907 0.892
IRISA 0.883 0.877 0.880
LITIS 0.780 0.836 0.807
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EVALUATION SCHEME
 T. Grüning, R. Labahn, M. Diem, F. Kleber, and S. Fiel, “READ-BAD:

A new dataset and evaluation scheme for baseline detection in archival 
documents,” CoRR, vol. abs/1705.03311, 2017.

The benchmarking tool and its source code
are available on github.

EVALUATION TOOL

DATASET
The annotated dataset is publicly 

available at Zenodo.
https://zenodo.org/search?page=1&size=20&q=cbad

The competition results are available on ScriptNet.
PLATFORM
https://scriptnet.iit.demokritos.gr/competitions/5/1/

https://github.com/Transkribus/TranskribusBaseLineEvaluationScheme
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