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SMA Technology for Kenya’s First Safari Lodge with 100% Solar Energy Supply 

 

Niestetal/Kenya, December 10, 2018 – In the Tsavo National Park in Kenya, guests at the Kilaguni 

Serena Safari Lodge can now listen to the sounds of nature undisturbed after sunset, too. Instead of loud 

diesel generators, a PV system combined with a battery storage system supplies energy for the tourist 

resort. The system is equipped with technical solutions from SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA) and was 

officially inaugurated in late November. The PV system at the Kilaguni Lodge is the largest PV system with 

tracker modules in Kenya. 

 

The Kilaguni Serena Safari Lodge is the first lodge in Kenya to meet all of its energy requirements with self-generated 

solar power. For this purpose, Mettle Solar OFGEN and the engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) 

company Sustainable Power Solutions Kenya (SPS) installed a 310 KWp PV system and a battery storage system with 

capacity of approximately 670 KWh. In addition to 12 Sunny Tripower PV inverters for power generation, 24 Sunny 

Island battery inverters are used there. They enable the solar power produced to be temporarily stored in batteries.  

 

“We are proud that SMA solutions are used in this project,” said Thorsten Ronge, Managing Director of SMA South 

Africa. “Just like SMA, this remarkable project is also committed to the secure, environmentally friendly and sustainable 

use of energy. I’m delighted that Mettle Solar OFGEN and SPS chose Sunny Island battery inverters. The SMA battery 

inverters of this type have been installed in grid-connected and off-grid systems worldwide for over 20 years. This 

means that people in remote regions far from public utility infrastructure can also benefit from low-cost solar power.” 

 

“We opted to use SMA inverters because each project is unique and we like to customize the solution to suit our clients 

needs and their environment”, said Axel Scholle, CEO and Founder of SPS. “SMA inverters were a great fit for the 

Kenyan projects. We trust their technologies; quality and robustness are key elements to consider when deploying 

projects in remote African regions.” 

 

The PV solution for the Kilaguni Safari Lodge is not the only off-grid PV system that the Serena Hotels Group – a chain 

of luxury hotels and resorts primarily located in Africa and Asia –has in Kenya thus far to meet eco-travelers demands 

and respond to the needs of the environment. In addition to a 660 KWp project in the Amboseli National Park with a 

solution from SMA, two smaller Serena Hotels safari camps are also equipped with SMA inverters. Their PV diesel 

hybrid systems each supply around 80 kilowatts of power and help significantly reduce electricity costs for the lodges.  

 



 

  

SMA has already supplied technology for several other projects in Kenya. In addition to smaller off-grid PV and hybrid 

systems, these also include larger systems such as a salt factory in the east of the country and a tea farm with around 

1MW of power. By using self-generated solar power, battery storage systems and intelligent management of the 

system with the SMA Fuel Save Controller, companies can significantly reduce their energy costs for diesel fuel and 

sustainably contribute to protecting the environment. 

 

Learn all about the SMA battery inverters on the SMA website.  

 

 

About SMA  

The SMA Group with sales of around €900 million in 2017 is a global leader for solar inverters, a key component of 

all PV plants. SMA offers a wide range of products and solutions that allow for high energy yields for residential and 

commercial PV systems and large-scale PV power plants. To increase PV self-consumption efficiently, SMA system 

technology can easily be combined with different battery technologies. Intelligent energy management and digital 

energy solutions, comprehensive services and operational management of PV power plants round off SMA’s range. The 

company is headquartered in Niestetal, near Kassel, Germany, is represented in 19 countries and has more than 

3,000 employees worldwide, including 500 working in Development. SMA’s multi-award-winning technology is 

protected by more than 1,200 patents and utility models. Since 2008, the Group’s parent company, SMA Solar 

Technology AG, has been listed on the Prime Standard of the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (S92) and is listed in the SDAX 

index. 
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Disclaimer: 

This press release serves only as information and does not constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe for, acquire, hold 

or sell any securities of SMA Solar Technology AG (the “Company”) or any present or future subsidiary of the 

Company (together with the Company, the “SMA Group”) nor should it form the basis of, or be relied upon in 

connection with, any contract to purchase or subscribe for any securities in the Company or any member of the SMA 

Group or commitment whatsoever. Securities may not be offered or sold in the United States of America absent 

registration or an exemption from registration under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended. 

 

This press release can contain future-oriented statements. Future-oriented statements are statements which do not 

describe facts of the past. They also include statements about our assumptions and expectations. These statements are 

based on plans, estimations and forecasts which the Managing Board of SMA Solar Technology AG (SMA or 

company) has available at this time. Future-oriented statements are therefore only valid on the day on which they are 

made. Future-oriented statements by nature contain risks and elements of uncertainty. Various known and unknown 

risks, uncertainties and other factors can lead to considerable differences between the actual results, the financial 

position, the development or the performance of the corporation and the estimates given here. These factors include 

those which SMA has discussed in published reports. These reports are available on the SMA website at 

www.SMA.de. The company accepts no obligation whatsoever to update these future-oriented statements or to adjust 

them to future events or developments. 

 

 

 

 

 


