
 
 

Eurocopter and Kawasaki Heavy Industries sign new cooperation agreement 
 
 
Farnborough, July 20, 2010 Farnborough Air Show 2010 
 
At the Farnborough Air Show today, Shigeru Murayama, President of Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries Aerospace Company (KHI) and Lutz Bertling, President and CEO of 
Eurocopter, signed a new cooperation agreement for the EC145, a new evolution from 
the BK117 helicopter family. After more than 30 years of successful cooperation in the 
BK117/EC145 programme, today’s signature will extend the partnership of the two 
companies by another 15 years, until 2025.  
 
Lutz Bertling, CEO of Eurocopter, stated, “The cooperation between KHI and Eurocopter in 
Germany works very smoothly despite the long distance, time zone difference and cultural 
differences. The extension of our contract by another 15 years underlines the success story 
of our joint product”. 
 
The German-Japanese cooperation started in 1977 with the mutual development of the 
BK117 helicopter, which had its maiden flight in June 1979. Several upgrades of the BK117 
were carried out over the years until, in 1999, the latest development, the EC145 (designated 
BK117 C-2 in Japan) took off for its maiden flight.    
 
Until today, more than 800 helicopters of BK117/EC145 helicopters have been delivered 
worldwide by the two partner companies who share development and manufacturing, with 
three final assembly lines: one in Donauwörth in Germany, one in Gifu, Japan and one in 
Columbus, Mississipi, U.S.A.  
 
The programme’s biggest success to date came in 2006 when the EC145 was selected by 
the U.S. Army as its new Light Utility Helicopter (LUH). The contract is envisaged to 
comprise more than 350 LUHs in total. More than 100 helicopters, which are designated UH-
72A in their U.S. Army configuration, have been delivered to the customer on time and on 
cost from American Eurocopter’s production line in Columbus, Mississippi.   
 
Both KHI and Eurocopter are confident of further market success of the BK117/EC145 family 
and future derivatives.   
 
About Eurocopter  
Established in 1992, the Franco-German-Spanish Eurocopter Group is a Division of EADS, a 
world leader in aerospace, defense and related services. The Eurocopter Group employs 
approx. 15,600 people. In 2009, Eurocopter confirmed its position as the world’s No. 1 
helicopter manufacturer in the civil and parapublic market, with a turnover of 4.6 billion 
Euros, orders for 344 new helicopters, and a 52 percent market share in the civil and 
parapublic sectors. Overall, the Group’s products account for 30 percent of the total world 
helicopter fleet. Its strong worldwide presence is ensured by its 18 subsidiaries on five 
continents, along with a dense network of distributors, certified agents and maintenance 
centers. More than 10,500 Eurocopter helicopters are currently in service with over 2,800 



customers in more than 140 countries. Eurocopter offers the largest civil and military 
helicopter range in the world.  
 
For more information, please contact: 
  
Pascale FLEURY Dolores MUNIZ 
Tel : +33 (0) 4 42 85 62 38 Tel : +33 (0)4 42 85 58 89 
Mob : +33 (0) 6 32 54 05 02 Mob : +33 (0) 6 31 47 08 99 
pascale.fleury@eurocopter.com dolores.muniz@eurocopter.com  
 
Christina GOTZHEIN Melanie WOLF 
Tel: + 49 (0) 89 60 00 64 88 Tel: + 49 (0) 906 71 57 39 
Mob.: + 49 (0) 151 14 22 92 43 Mob.: + 49 (0) 151 17 12 63 18 
christina.gotzhein@eurocopter.com  melanie.wolf@eurocopter.com  
 

Website: www.eurocopter.com 
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