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Dear reaDers,

we set things in motion all over the world.  in cranes, wind turbines, construction machinery and 
ships – HANSA-FLEX products are hard at work everywhere. with cargotec, for example, the world’s 
market leader in freight handling. A visit to the cargotec headquarters in Langenhagen, Lower 
Saxony, provides ample evidence of the creativity with which group addresses the requirements of 
its market.

there was also a great deal of movement at the annual HANSA-FLEX football world championship, 
which was held in dresden this year. twenty-two teams from all over Europe took part. the tourna-
ment report of the exciting group matches, close games, and a thriller final such as only football can 
write, appears on pages 6 and 7 of this issue of HYdrAuLikpprESSE.

the story in the section “people at HANSA-FLEX” is also moving. this sketch of our employee Frank 
oetting recounts how he donated bone marrow to help a young woman beat blood cancer. on pages 
14 and 15, you can read how easily any one of us can save a life.

the second central warehouse in geisenfeld is moving our employees forward. HANSA-FLEX em-
ployees from practically all of the branches in germany converged on geisenfeld and helped to stock 
the warehouse, ensuring that it could begin full operations on time on July 5th. our report of this 
extraordinary demonstration of team spirit and the physical details of the second central warehouse 
appears on pages 16 and 17.

the invention of the iSo container has brought about movement in freight handling. turn to page 18 
to learn how the standardised box set a revolution in motion and the other uses to which containers 
are put these days.

carl-Friedrich gauss was not particularly interested in movement. Arguably the greatest mathemati-
cian of all time, he hated travelling. rather than journey to far-off lands, gauss calculated the world 
from his study.  A glimpse of the honours and contributions of the man who was depicted on the 10 
mark note so many years ago is featured on page 22 of HYdrAuLikprESSE.  

we wish you much reading pleasure
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when container ships are loaded or unloaded 
in Hamburg Harbour, as often as not this 
involves the use of cranes from macgregor, 

which are mounted on the ships or the quay. when 
the containers are stacked in their temporary storage 
location at the harbour, this task falls with a prob-
ability bordering on certainty to the straddle carriers 
built by kalmar. when the containers are deposited 
on the back of the lorries, there is a good chance that 
a loading crane by Hiab is responsible. And if the lorry 
driver decides to unload his cargo himself at its desti-
nation, he is more than likely to climb into the the cab 
of a moffett truck-mounted forklift. throughout the 
process, four different machines are used to ensure 
that that cargo is transferred smoothly and efficient-
ly. the interesting thing is that all these machines 
are produced by various member companies of the 
cargotec corporation. At the same time cargotec’s 
major brands, Hiab (lorry-mounted loading gear), 
kalmar (heavy duty handling vehicles) and macgre-
gor (harbour and shipboard cranes) are world market 
leaders in their own right. the corporation with 9,500 
employees generated sales worth 2.6 billion euro in 
2009.

WorlDWiDe PreseNce

one of the corporation’s many sites all over the world 
is in Langenhagen, Lower Saxony, just outside of Han-
nover. this is where Hiab loading cranes and moffett 
truck-mounted forklifts have been sold and repaired 
for 39 years. in turn, multilift transfer systems, Loglift 
timber cranes, Jonsered forestry and recycling cranes, 
and zepro tail lifts are all part of the Hiab brand in 
Langenhagen. the average “life expectancy” or service 
time with the original owner for mobile cargo transfer 
equipment is between five and 15 years. therefore, 
cargotec offers its customers not only the equipment 
itself, but also a range of maintenance, repair and 
spare parts services to keep the systems at peak pro-
ductivity throughout their service life. And it does not 
matter where the cargotec machinery is being oper-
ated, because with service partners in 400 physical 
locations, they are never far from their customers. 

indeed, cargotec’s customers are from highly diverse 
fields. they include shipowners, distribution cetnres 
and transport fleet operators as well as construction 
companies, timber merchants and research institu-
tions. For example, a Hiab 085 crane played a major 
part in building the “Neumayer iii” research station in 

Antarctica. down there, where the average tempera-
ture is about minus 55 celsius, this crane provided 
ample proof of its exceptional resilience. ultimately, a 
bespoke solution is produced for every firm and each 
customer requirement. Early in 2008, cargotec be-
gan to establish a network connecting the Hiab and 
kalmar companies. the process was completed in oc-
tober 2009, when the two subsidiaries were merged. 
Since then, they have functioned together under the 
name cargotec. “the purpose of this step by cargotec 
was to integrate both units with the corporation 
more completely, so that one is talking about one 
company group, not three, that is to say cargotec”, 
explains thomas koskimaa, managing director of 
cargotec germany gmbH. it also makes the best pos-
sible use of synergies, for example in component pro-
curement. “but the two companies Hiab and kalmar 
are also undergoing progressive integration in terms 
of production sites as we speak”, adds koskimaa.

the innovative strength of cargotec as a pioneer for 
consistently providing its customers with economic 
advantages is evident in its unceasing development 
of new products and advanced technical solutions. 
Early this year, for example, Hiab unveiled its Variable 
Stability Limit, or VSL for short. VSL continuously 
adapts the lifting force to the bracing moment based 
on the slewing direction of the machine. this ensures 
that the vehicle remains perfectly stable at all times. 
“the crane knows precisely what lifting force can be 
applied at any given slewing angle, so optimum lift-
ing capacity is assured”, explains Joachim kovanda, 
Northern region manager at cargotec.

oN-site HYDraUlic serVice

cargotec has relied on the nearby HANSA-FLEX 
branch for years, whenever hydraulic hoses or 
components are needed in Langenhagen. “At one 
time, our sites were on the same road. our initial 
cooperation was born because we were so close to 
one another”, explains HANSA-FLEX field service 
technician, bernd kaebler. the fact that this coop-
eration is still alive and well after so many years is 
due not only to the reliability of the HANSA-FLEX 
services but also to our global availability, through 
more then 350 branches. because when a cargotec 
product is being used to ensure safe, efficient freight 
handling anywhere in the world, there is always a 
HANSA-FLEX branch close by to replace a faulty hose 
when the need arises. A classic win-win situation.
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Hannibal crossed the Alps with them. they are often a main a attraction at zoos all over the world, and in some Asian countries elephants 

are still used to this day to carry heavy loads. the elephant is a symbol of strength and endurance, and also of intelligence. So it is not sur-

prising that an elephant’s head features in the logo of the cargotec group. these are precisely the qualities that have turned cargotec into 

the world market leader in freight handling.
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traDe Fairs & eVeNts HANSA-FLEX FootbALL cHAmpioNSHip

a KnocKaBout in the parK
tHE 2010 HANSA-FLEX FootbALL worLd cHAmpioNSHip
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besides a healthy contingent from the german 
HANSA-FLEX branches, this year’s event attract-
ed teams from the czech republic, belgium, po-

land, Lithuania, Slovakia, Austria, and rumania. the 
team from belgium defended its title on home turf 
last year, which is why this year the tournament was 
held in dresden, home to last year’s losing finalists. 
And the großharthau sports complex on the outskirts 
of dresden proved to be an excellent venue. with ide-
al pitch and weather conditions, the stage was set for 
a highly successful competition.

coMPetitioN orGaNisatioN

the HANSA-FLEX footballers faced a tight schedule, 
and some group matches kicked off shortly after the 
teams arrived on Friday. the 22 teams were organ-
ised into two groups, and each team played all the 
others once. Seven-man teams played their many 
group matches on two short pitches. matches lasted 
ten minutes each.  

HotlY coNtesteD GroUP PlaY

without exception, all the encounters in this phase 
were fair but hotly contested.  this was not surprising, 
because only the top two teams in each group would 
advance to the semi-finals. the contest was extreme-
ly close in the first group. the teams from oldenburg 
and weixdorf finished their group matches at the 
head of the table with exactly the same number of 
points. the men from bremen Head quarters were 
right behind them, but with one less point they had 
to content themselves with an unsung third place. 

in the second group, the title holders and joint fav-
ourites from belgium succumbed to a classic false 
start. the belgians were forced to field a severely 
weakened side, because the tournament coincided 
with the SAp goLife rollout at home. to add injury to 
insult, one of their key players was hurt in the first 
match, which they lost 1:0 to the team from the 
czech republic. colleagues from Hamburg helped 
out by playing for the belgian side, but for the rest 
of the tournament they never really recovered the 
unstoppable form that had inspired their victories in 
the previous two years. they were eliminated from 
the competition after the group matches, having 
recorded three wins and nine points. As winners of 
the second group, the sides from Schönebeck and 
weiterstadt completed the semi-final lineup, beat-
ing poland into third place.

eXcitiNG seMi-FiNals

the first semi-final match pitted weiterstadt against 
oldenburg. the Northerners put out a superb team 
effort to claim this match as their own with an em-
phatic 4:0 victory, and were ready to meet the other 
finalists. in a closely contested match, the second 
semi-final, between weixdorf and Schönebeck, 
ended in a 2:0 victory for weixdorf. 

tHriller FiNal

thus, the two teams that faced each other in the final 
of the 8th HANSA-FLEX Football world champ ionship 
were the two teams that led group 1 together. in 
the group play phase, their encounter had ended 
in a 0:0 draw. it promised to be an tense final. And 
the spectators were not disappointed. At the end of 
regulation time, both teams had had good scoring 
opportunities, but failed to capitalise. the competi-
tion had to be decided on penalties. Here too, neither 
side was about to give anything away, and one shot 
after another found the back of the net. it was not 
until the 16th penalty shot that the deadlock was 
broken. ultimately, weixdorf emerged victorious, fi-
nally wearing the oldenburg side down and winning 
8:7 on penalties.

Since the home team captured the title again this 
year, the 9th HANSA-FLEX Football world champion-
ship will be hosted by the losing finalists, in olden-
burg. it should be noted that – with one exception 
– the entire tournament passed off without serious 
injury. And in stark contrast to the FiFA world cup 
competition in South Africa – even the referees 
were congratulated on their performances. All in all, 
another highly successful event, enthusiastically at-
tended by more than 400 HANSA-FLEX employees.

the team from weixdorf dedicated their victory to 
one of their colleagues, uwe coors, who died in may 
last year after a short illness. dipl.-ing. uwe coors was 
a HANSA-FLEX employee who worked for many years 
as a design engineer at EAb in dresden, and was a 
keen footballer himself. the entire HANSA-FLEX fam-
ily extends its heartfelt condolences to his family and 
friends.

toUrNaMeNt WiNNer was the team from Weixdorf – they 

gained the advantage on penalties in the fi nal.

wing runs, stepovers, long passes and one-two passes, diving headers and spectacular saves. the 8th HANSA-FLEX Football world cham-

pionship, which was held on the last weekend in may at the großharthau sports complex in dresden, had it all. A total of 22 teams came 

together from eight countries to decide who would be the new HANSA-FLEX world champions.

photo: Julia Ahlers
photo: Julia Ahlers

photo: Julia Ahlers
photo: Julia Ahlers



HANSA-FLEX Customers magazine

Practical

08
photo: Julia Ahlers

good, farm-fresh food
tHE brüNS FAmiLY SELLS dELiciouS producE to tHE pubLic

Practical HYdrAuLicS iN FArmiNg
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As recently as a few decades ago, most farm-
ers played the field. they grew fruit and cere-
als, supplied large companies with milk, and 

kept cattle, pigs and poultry. today, more and more 
farmers are specialising in a single product line, and 
they offer their produce for sale in small farmhouse 
shops. they do not become rich that way. many 
farmers even have a second job so they can provide 
for their families. in the community of kirchlinteln 
in Lower Saxony, on the edge of the western reach 
of the Lüneburger Heide, eight farms have banded 
together to form the “direktgenuss” (Enjoy direct) 
cooperative. Each of them has its own speciality and 
enormous dedication to the undertaking. in the next 
few issues, these eight direct marketers will be intro-
duced in HYdrAuLikprESSE and will open a window 
onto the world of species-appropriate animal hus-
bandry, farmhouse shops and holiday apartments. 
this first article presents “ramakers lütje Hofladen”, 
which is owned and operated by the brüns family in 
klein Sehlingen.

olD FarM, NeW iDea

Almost as soon as you take the exit from Autobahn 
27, one thing is clear: the country here is flat. there 
are no hills in the community of kirchlinteln. instead, 
tree-lined country roads meander between fields and 
meadows, passing through the occasional hamlet. 
one such hamlet is klein Sehlingen. the brüns fam-
ily farm is just a few hundred metres after the sign 
for the village limit. this is home for thomas, birte, 
and their three sons. the couple has been running 
the farm since 2000. before that it belonged to birte 
brüns’ parents, who lived here into the 1990s. “when 
i was a child, we were still farming in the traditional 
way, but we did it less and less as time went on. in 
those days, three generations lived under the same 
roof”, recalls the mistress of the house. when the 
brüns family took over the property in 2000, at first 
they just kept a few free-range chickens. these birds 
were immediately snapped up for cooking by friends 
and workmates – thomas brüns works part-time for 
daimler benz in bremen. over the next few years, 
the farm’s poultry stock increased steadily, but was 
kept under tight control. today, moderate numbers 
of guinea fowl, chickens, turkeys, geese and ducks 
waddle, strut and flutter in open-air enclosures. Since 
last year, a few pigs also wallow in another outdoor 
pen. “the open-air enclosures must at least meet the 
standards for free-range husbandry. our enclosures 
are in fact a little bit larger than the standard re-
quires”, declares thomas brüns. the animals like that.

aVoiDiNG traNsPort

to avoid stressing the poultry too much when it is 
time for slaughtering, an old pigsty is being convert-
ed into a slaughter room. After christmas, thomas 

brüns will do the slaughtering himself on his own 
farm. “this way, the animals don’t have to make the 
uncomfortable journey to a slaughterhouse”, says the 
father of three. For this to work, the slaughter room 
must comply with a whole series of requirements by 
the Veterinary office. thomas brüns must also obtain 
a certificate stating that he is permitted to slaughter 
poultry. He will qualify for this certification in the 
next few months. pigs are a different story: they must 
be slaughtered by a qualified butcher, so the brüns 
family cannot get round the need to transport these 
animals. but here too, they have found a suitable so-
lution. “we take the pigs to the slaughterer the day 
before. then they spend one more night there before 
they are killed”, explains birte brüns. the last time 
they took their pigs to the slaughterer, he showed 
the couple just how different their pigs are from the 
animals that are raised on factory farms. “the flesh of 
the other pigs was really white, our pigs’ flesh had a 
healthy colour. it really does make a difference if the 
animals spend their entire lives in a pen, or if they are 
allowed to run around outside”, asserts birte brüns. 

VarieD raNGe

the flesh from the pigs and poulty is turned into 
sausages, schnitzel, and countless other products, 
which are then sold in the farm shop. the labels on 
the packages declare: this meat is fresh from the 
slaught erer, and is no more than three days old. the 
best sellers are marinated turkey steaks. but besides 
the meat products, the farmhouse shop also sells 
eggs, decorative items, and aperitif-vinegar. this last 
item is not produced on the farm, but the various 
kinds are delicious. Starting next summer, people 
seeking tranquillity will be able to spend their holi-
days at the ramaker farmhouse. the brüns family 
is in the process of converting the attic in the main 
building. the intention is to generate another stream 
of income. the brüns family farmhouse is just one 
example of countless such smallholdings that sell 
their produce directly through their own farm shops. 
often in places like this, you discover small culinary 
delights, and practically always warm, welcoming 
people. it is worth taking the time just to stop and 
investigate the tasty treats on offer at farmhouse 
stores. You will be surprised – that’s a promise.

HYdrAuLicS iN FArmiNg Practical
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cUliNarY treasUres straight from the farm. the animals 

are kept here in moderate numbers in open-air enclosures. 

this is not only more comfortable for the animals, it also 

improves the quality of the meat. the produce can be bought 

directly from the farmer at the farm shop – sausage, schnit-

zel, eggs, and all other products are literally farmhouse fresh. 
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Those interested in trying this delicious pro-
duce can visit the Brüns family farm shop at 
the following address:

Sehlinger Dorfster. 6a | 27308 Kirchlinteln

Opening hours:
Thurs. and Fri. 9 am to 6 pm | Sat. 9 am to 1 
pm or make an appointment by phoning: 
04237 – 94 39 03

Ramakers lütje Hofladen
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Practical Sugar production

White gold from Ochsenfurt
Südzucker AG is the European market leader

For years available only to the rich and powerful, sugar had the status of “white gold” well into the 19th century. It did not become affordable 

for all levels of society until the introduction of industrial scale sugar extraction plants. The European market leader, Südzucker AG, has been 

making our lives a little sweeter for 150 years. Processes that were previously carried out by hand are now the province of hydraulic systems.

Photo: Julia Ahlers
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in ochsenfurt, on the banks of the river main, 
stands one of the nine sugar factories owned by 
Südzucker Ag in germany. the plant in ochsenfurt 

was founded in 1951, the first new factory built after 
1945. Some buildings and system parts from that 
time are still in place, some are even still in use. but 
most of the equipment used to produce the sugar is 
ultramodern, because the latest technology is essen-
tial to ensure that the enormous demand for sugar 
can be satisfied. Sugar is extracted from sugar beets. 
Since the beets can only be harvested once a year, 
sugar production is a seasonal business. For 100 days 
a year – from September to January – the campaign 
runs at full capacity. this is the name given to the 
period when sugar is produced. during this time, 
15,000 tons of beets a day are processed to obtain 
sugar in ochsenfurt. during the campaign, 600 lor-
ries loaded with beets roll into the plant.

it’s all aBoUt tHe sUGar coNteNt

4,400 farmers grow sugar beets for the plant on 
25,200 hectares (about 62,270 acres) of land. the 
factory’s catchment area extends from the river 
rhön in the North to the greater Nuremberg district 
in the South, and from the Steigerwald park in the 
East to the Spessart in the west. Samples are taken 
from each delivery of sugar beets, and these are 
analysed for sugar content and other important sub-
stances. it is also determined how much soil is still 
clinging to the beets. this analysis also serves as the 
basis for setting the price of the beets and growing 
advice. the beets are unloaded by tipping, and after 
thorough washing they are transported straight to 
processing or the warehouse.

FroM tHe Beet to tHe coFFee cUP

the beets are sliced into thin strips, preheated in a 

cossette scalder and are then sent to the extraction 
tower. water at 70° celsius is poured through the 
device to extract the sugar from the beet cells and 
produce raw juice. the used beet strips are dried by 
means of hydraulic screw presses and hot air. Natu-
ral lime and carbon dioxide are recovered in the lime 
kiln and added to the raw juice one after the other. 
in this way, non-sugar substances are bound and 
precipitated out. what remains is a clear, thin liquor 
containing about 16 percent sugar. the thin liquor is 
concentrated in several heating stages until a thick, 
golden-brown juice remains. the sugar content is 
now 72 percent.

in the next step, the thick juice is “boiled” until crys-
tals form. the crystals are centrifuged to separate 
the syrup from the crystals. the last remains of the 
syrup are rinsed away with hot water. At the end of 
this process, the remaining sugar crystals are clear 
as glass, but they refract the light to appear snow-
white. this sugar is then dissolved and recrystallised 
to yield refined sugar – sugar of the highest purity.

FUrtHer ProcessiNG aND 
sUstaiNaBilitY

the finished sugar is dried, cooled, and stored in 
sugar silos. more than 80 percent of the sugar is 
shipped to the converting industry for use in produc-
ing confectionery, drinks, or baked goods. Almost 20 
percent is converted to the various types of domestic 
sugar and packaged. All by-products of the process 
are returned to the natural cycle: the pressed sugar 
beet slices are used as animal feed; molasses are used 
in the yeast or mixed feed industry. the carbolic lime 
that is a by-product of purifying the juice is an excel-
lent biological fertiliser. the soil that is washed off at 
the beginning of the process is treated and spread 
back on the fields.

tHe FUll raNGe at Work

You can be quite sure that the employees at 
Südzucker are not idle between campaigns. Quite 
the contrary. this time is used for servicing and 
maintaining the machinery and systems, and for 
planning and making investments. For the employ-
ees of the HANSA-FLEX branch in würzburg, this is 
the time when every single hydraulic system, hose 
and component can be inspected, replaced if nec-
essary, without interrupting production operations. 
Südzucker uses HANSA-FLEX components through-
out its production chain. From the feed press and 
soil presses to the centrifuge and farming machinery, 
not forgetting the forklift trucks – there are gaskets, 
hoses, hydraulic components and metal hoses from 
HANSA-FLEX everywhere.

sUGar iN recorD tiMe

with modern technology and the expertise of the 
employees at Südzucker Ag, it does not take long to 
make sugar. if you were to measure the time it takes 
to produce shimmering white sugar crystals from a 
beet that had just been delivered from the field to the 
factory, you would be surprised: on average, it takes 
less than eight hours. in 2009, the combined sugar 
production of the 29 sugar factories and three refiner-
ies in Europe was 4.8 million tons. to make it, almost 
30 million tons of sugar beet are processed. Accord-
ingly, the corporation’s 17,500 employees generated 
income of 5.7 billion euros for the year. with figures 
like these, it is clear how disastrous a machine failure 
would be during the campaign. So non-campaign 
time is used for extremely thorough maintenance. 
And if a machine does develop a fault during the cam-
paign, the workshop managers at Südzucker know 
that FLEXXprESS will be there in double-quick time.

SugAr productioN Practical

GooD cooPeratioN between the südzucker and the HaNsa-FleX fast response hydraulics service FleXXPress. tHe sUGar Beet – the raw material for sugar production.
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Making friends  
with networks
Social networks offer opportunities, but dangers also lurk

Facebook, Mein-VZ, Studi-VZ, Schüler-VZ, Xing, Lokalisten, Twitter... The list of “social networks” is practically endless. The platforms of 

“Web 2.0” offer their users opportunities and options for expanding their networks. But they also harbour dangers that are perhaps not 

immediately apparent to the normal “user”. Our editor carried out an experiment on himself to shed some light on some of the shadows.

Work & LiVe The dangers of Web 2.0

Photo: Julia Ahlers
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it has almost achieved the status of urban legend: 
A young applicant is invited to a job interview. Eve-
rything is going well until the Human resources 

manager produces a photo showing the applicant 
in an unseemly pose during his recent holiday in 
majorca. the interview is terminated a few minutes 
later – the applicant has already been informed of 
his rejection. the applicant’s only mistake: He was 
careless with the personal information he posted on 
his profile with Facebook or some other social net-
working website.

aN eXPeriMeNt WitH MYselF

generally, i would describe myself as an enthusiastic 
fan of digital technology and the internet. i found my 
first computer – a “commodore plus4” – under the 
christmas tree in 1986. in the 90s, i built computer 
networks with my friends. Admittedly more for fun 
than from any desire to learn. As the new millen-
nium dawned, i qualified as an information technol-
ogy specialist. the net result is, i can reasonably claim 
that i am not a dAu (dumbest assumable user). it is 
not astonishing, then, that i have maintained profiles 
on the usual social networks for years. 

First stePs

A brief explanatory note: on networks like Face-
book, you create a profile. it is entirely up to you 
what infomation about yourself you want to share, 
and whether your profile page should also include 
a photograph. once you have set your profile up, 
you can begin. A whirl of “friending” invitations 
to and from work colleagues, acquaintances and 
friends follows. with every acceptance, the circle of 
your virtual friends grows. And since this on its own 
would be rather boring, these social networks offer 
a host of trivial amusements. You can post photos, 
send hearts, find out your iQ, post your favourite 
pop group, and so on. gradually, your circle of Face-
book friends expands, with you at its centre. in and 
of itself, this is no bad thing, after all these are your 
friends, and you have no qualms telling them about 
the last concert you went to.

YoUr FrieNDs aND 
tHeir FrieNDs

unfortunately, it rarely stays that simple. in many 
cases, the security settings for these social networks 
are unclear. unless you look very closely, it is possible 
for photos that were intended only for your friends 
to be accessible by their friends as well. the setting 
for this is called “Friends of Friends”. occasionally, 
“Friends of Friends” may mean hundreds of people, 
none of whom you know personally. Since i do not 
want the photos of my trip to Ecuador to be avail-
able for viewing by the whole world, i only allow my 

friends to see them. with this, i thought i was being 
safe – a mistake. but more about that later. to be 
quite honest, i like Facebook. through this platform 
i have been able to re-establish contact with an ex-
girlfriend whom i have not seen in twelve years. A 
few months ago, i found an old schoolfriend who 
had emigrated to the united States with his parents 
25 years ago, through Facebook. today, Sascha lives 
in Florida, is married and has two children. we write 
regularly – we are planning a visit. these are the 
good aspects. but there are also things that are not 
so good.

DiGital is DiFFereNt

139. that is how many Facebook friends i have. of 
course no one really has 139 friends in real life. this 
already shows that the very definition of the word 
“Friend” has a completely different meaning in social 
networks than it does in real life. Normally, a friend 

is someone you can rely on and trust. Someone who 
will give you hand when you move, or who will re-
lieve you of your carkey, call a taxi, and make sure 
you actually get in after a night on the town. Not so 
on Facebook. to be a friend on Facebook, you merely 
need to have picked strawberries in the same field, 
and the invitation to become friends arrives shortly 
afterwards. You quickly become “friends” with people 
you have only met once, or who you are really rather 
glad not to have seen for years. this can get uncom-
fortable, because: A key component of Facebook is 

the News Feed. in this section, members tell their cir-
cle of friends what they are doing at the time. Latest 
example: martin w. “has just put a pizza in the oven”. 
A life-sustaining event, but entirely devoid of inter-
est. there are certain people with regard to whom it 
is a matter of sublime indifference to me if and when 
they are putting a pizza in the oven. So martin w. is 
blocked. He is still my (digital) friend, but i no longer 
receive updates on his extraordinary adventures. in-
cidentally, it is perhaps not advisable to post News 
Feeds on the day you have called in sick at work. in 
cases of doubt, this can lead to dismissal.

BetWeeN YoU aND Me...

i thought i was fairly familiar with Facebook. in gen-
eral, i don’t use the games or other programs that are 
offered on the platform, because i know that they can 
access the user’s personal data. All of my entries are 
visible exclusively to my friends. other people cannot 
see my profile, or so i thought. A few weeks ago, in 
an idle moment, i entered my name in a search en-
gine. the expected postings appeared. A link to my 
Xing profile, a few entries for people with the same 
name as me, and so on. but i was extremely irritated 
when a link to my Facebook page turned up. i found 
out, with a single click, that anyone who wanted to 
could see my entire list of friends, what kind of music 
i like, and what books i read. with all due respect, that 
is nobody else’s business, especially since there are 
web-bots out there that collect this kind of informa-
tion and then bombard you with unsolicited adver-
tising material. Admittedly, it is a little vain to enter 
your own name in a search engine. but it can be quite 
surprising what a search of this kind may unearth. my 
web search on my own name was what prompted this 
article. immediately afterwards, i went through my 
security settings much more carefully. Now they are 
secure. i hope.

tHE dANgErS oF wEb 2.0 Work & liVe

cHeck YoUr secUritY settiNGs to make sure that postings, pictures and news feeds can only be seen by “friends”.

“In many cases, 
the security settings for these 
social networks are unclear!”
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PeoPle at HaNsa-FleX FrANk oEttiNg

in march 1996, Frank oetting, who now works for 
HANSA-FLEX, read a newspaper article. it was 
about a girl who was suffering from leukaemia. 

the only thing that could possibly cure her was a 
donation of bone marrow. the article prompted the 
reader to register with the german bone marrow 
donor center (dkmS) in the hope of increasing the 
chances of finding a suitable donor for the young 
lady. “After i read the article, i thought: You donate 
blood already, you can do this as well”, recounts 
Frank oetting, now deputy dispatch manager with 
HANSA-FLEX. So he rang dkmS up, and a few days 
later he received a small parcel.

aN oral sWaB is all it takes

in those days, potential donors had to take this parcel 
to their family doctor and give a blood sample, which 
would then be sent to the dkmS for typing. today, 14 
years later, the procedure is much simpler. Anyone 
who wants to save a life can simply register on the in-
ternet, and will receive a letter in the post. the letter 
contains two cotton buds. the applicant uses these to 
take a swab from the inside of his or her own cheek, 
packs the cotton buds in the receptacle provided, and 
sends them back to the dkmS.

the dkmS is a centralised database in which tissue 
typing data for bone marrow donors all over the 
world is stored. if a patient afflicted with leukaemia 
needs a donation, the patient’s data is matched with 
the information stored in the database. this enables 
compatible donors to be found wherever they are in 
the world. in the last 19 years, the method has saved 
21,666 lives. A start, but nowhere near enough.

For some time after he sent his swabs to the dkmS 
for typing,  Frank oetting heard nothing. but a year 
later, he received a letter. “i was informed that my 
name had come up in an expanded donor search”, 
recalls the 43-year-old. At that time, he went to his 
doctor, who took another blood sample, and this in 
turn was sent to the dkmS. Nowadays, the cotton 

buds mentioned earlier would be used. in this event, 
the doctors selected a candidate whose values were 
more compatible with those of the patient.

tHeN tHiNGs HaPPeNeD 
VerY Fast

ten years passed. in the summer of 2007 the father of 
two children received another letter from the dkmS. 
this time too, another donor was selected. then, in 
2008, Frank oetting received a phone call. He was 
one of just three possible donors. “they asked me if 
i was still prepared to make a donation. there was 
no question about that. You can withdraw at any 
time up to two weeks before the operation date, 
but of course i was willing”, he says. Samples were 
sent off again, again the doctors decided to use a dif-
ferent donor. “but then things happened very fast”, 
says mr. oetting, who has donated blood regularly 
over the years. on 19 June, 2008, the phone in the 

oetting residence rang again. it was the dkmS. the 
other donor had withdrawn, and the patient in ques-
tion was in desperate need of a donation. they asked 
Frank again if he would be willing. He answered, “but 
of course!” they told him when the operation was to 
take place in the same phone call.

sUPPort FroM HaNsa-FleX

“i had only just started with HANSA-FLEX back then. 
So i went to christine Linz, the manager of the cen-
tral warehouse in bremen, and asked her if i could 
do this”, he recalls now. Her reply came without hesi-
tation: “but of course!” two days later, Frank oetting 
was lying in a hospital bed in Hameln, were he was 
given a complete physical examination. “i thought to 
myself: that can’t be bad, you get a complete physical 
checkup for free as well”, the HANSA-FLEX employee 
recalls with a smile. the result was unequivocal. 
Frank was as healthy as a horse. the donation could 
go ahead. bone marrow donations are conducted 
with the donor under general anaesthetic. then, the 
doctors puncture the pelvic bone and withdraw bone 
marrow. of course, this procedure is not without its 
own risks. the typical risk of anaesthesia exists as for 
any operation. Although in this case, a short-dura-
tion anaesthetic is used, which also reduces the risk. 
there is no risk of paraplegia to the donor, because 
it is not spinal marrow that is being removed from 
the spine. doctors are taking bone marrow from the 
pelvic bone. 

the operation on Frank oetting passed off with no 
complications. the incision was sewn shut with a 
stitch, and after a few months was not even visible. 

A SHort StorY About boNE mArrow doNAtioN

For many people, newpapers are an immutable part of the breakfast ritual. but after that, they are consigned to the wastepaper basket 

or used to swat fl ies. but sometimes, a newpaper article can also save a life. in this case, it was an article from 1996 that led directly to a 

young woman’s recovery from leukaemia twelve years later.

Show some backbone , 
save a life

“I stayed in hospital 
for a day – it was 
nothing really!”
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FrANk oEttiNg PeoPle at HaNsa-FleX

“i stayed in hospital for another day, and then i took 
a week’s sick leave. For the first few days after the 
operation i had some circulation problems”, says the 
hero. For the next two weeks, he reports, he contin-
ued to feel a twinge of back pain, as if he had pulled 
a muscle. “but it was nothing really”, says Frank 
oetting now. important information for all employ-
ers: the dkmS will assume all costs incurred, which 
means they also pay the sickness allowance.

HaPPY eNDiNG

the day after the operation, 
our donor was told that 
the recipient of his 
bone marrow was a 
17-year-old ger-
man female, 
and that her 
operation 
had also 
b e e n 

successful. Although it is hard, the donor and the pa-
tient are not allowed to have any direct contact with 
each other for two years after the operation. they 
are permitted to write letters to each other before 
then. these are forwarded in both directions by the 
dkmS. Frank oetting received one of these letters 
six months later. “it was extremely moving. i must 
admit”, says the father of two. the patient had been 
suffering from leukaemia for seven years and had un-
dergone several chemotherapy sessions and received 
a number of bone marrow donations. Since Frank’s 
donation, she has been restored to full health. She 

has completed her school studies, and will 
begin professional training in August. 

they plan to meet in the autumn. 
that is when the two years 

are up. there will probably 
be tears, but that’s as it 

should be. After all, a life 
was saved here.

Frank still has one im-
portant thing to add: 

“if it is possible to save a life with a such a minor op-
eration, the question of whether one should do it or 
not really does not come up. i can only recommend 
the entire experience. A lot more people should have 
their tissue typed. Especially now, because it is so 
easy to register. blood samples are not needed any 
more. An oral swab is all it takes.” think about that. 

“Saving a life 
with such a minor operation – 
a lot more people should do it!”

Every year, 12,000 people in Germany alone 
are diagnosed with leukaemia. Many can be 
cured with just a donation of bone marrow. 
The 2,211,433 registered donors have saved 
21,666 lives in the last 19 years. A relatively 
small number. That is why the DKMS is con-
stantly looking for new donors. It took our 
editor just 3 minutes and 17 seconds to reg-
ister online (timed by hand). For detailed in-
formation on registering, the bone marrow 
donor programme, and answers to your most 
urgent questions, please visit:
www.dkms.de

Information about
bone marrow donation

photo: Julia Ahlers
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News Logistics

“Building the second central warehouse was the next 
logical step in our growth concept!”

Many helping hands  
in Geisenfeld 
The second central warehouse begins operations

Photo: Julia Ahlers



17HYDrauLiKPresse 08|2010

Employees from all over germany heeded the call. 
thanks to their hard work, the the second cen-
tral warehouse began full operations on sched-

ule on 5 July 2010. Now, 138 branches in Southern 
germany and Southern Europe are supplied with the 
full range of HANSA-FLEX products from geisenfeld. 
“it was really heartwarming to see the commitment 
that prompted our employees to travel to geisenfeld 
to help. we extend our sincerest thanks to every one 
of our colleagues who helped”, says christine Linz, 
manager of central warehouses.

iNDUstrial Hoses 
NoW iN GeiseNFelD

the 8500 m² second central warehouse houses the 
automated small parts warehouse (AkL), consisting 
of 24,000 containers, the hose warehouse with spaces 
for 4,000 pallets, the warehouse for industrial hoses, 
and industrial Hose production, which is headed by 
Norbert wagner. to make logistics easier, industrial 
hoses were relocated from telfs to geisenfeld. they 
will now be shipped to all branches and customers 
from geisenfeld.

eVerYtHiNG accorDiNG to PlaN

“we are extremely satisfied with the way the 
building work was carried out, the installation of 
warehouse equipment and software, and the com-
mitment of our employees. Everything truly went 
exactly according to plan”, reports managing direc-
tor uwe buschmann. HANSA-FLEX has invested more 
than ten million euros in the new complex. At the 
moment, the eight full-time workers at the new 
warehouse are working a single shift and are sup-
ported by five employees on temporary assignment. 

it is planned to expand operations to three full shifts 
within eight years. by then, 55 employees will be 
working in geisenfeld. HANSA-FLEX did not choose 
the site at random. A study by a specialist logistics 
consulting company concluded that the ingolstadt-
Nuremberg region is perfectly positioned to meet all 
current and future requirements of a world leading 
system provider for fluid technology.

loGical steP

HANSA-FLEX has been growing steadily for years. 
the number of its branches has almost doubled since 
2002 – worldwide the group counts 350 agencies. 
And the markets of the world are growing closer and 
closer. our customers are exploring opportunities in 
new countries and regions at an unrelenting pace. 
HANSA-FLEX is keeping step with these changes, and 
establishing branches exactly where our customers 
have a presence or plan to open one. As a conse-
quence, the only central warehouse we had in Eu-
rope before, in bremen, is approaching the limits of 
its capacity. building the second central warehouse 
was one more logical step in our growth concept for 
the group.

Even though this meant investing more than ten 
million euros, HANSA-FLEX held firm even through 
the financially troubled year of 2009. with unruffled 
pragmatism in the best tradition of Hanseatic mer-
chants, HANSA-FLEX planned for the future and kept 
faith with its own growth of recent years. “we watch 
the market very closely, decide on strategies for the 
long term, and do not react to temporary market 
fluctuations. therefore, the question of whether to 
suspend construction of the second central ware-
house never even arose”, declares uwe buschmann.

LogiSticS NeWs

the new central warehouse has been a hive of activity in the last few weeks. Enormous quantities of products had to be moved into the 

new facility at geisenfeld, and to manage this gigantic undertaking the HANSA-FLEX colleagues on site needed a lot of help. this is why 

warehouse logistics specialists from bremen were deployed to geisenfeld for several weeks. in addition, HANSA-FLEX also put out a call to 

employees throughout germany to help with the move – provided their branch commitments would allow it.

tHe aUtoMateD sMall Parts WareHoUse (akl) 

houses 24,000 containers, which are stocked completely 

automatically.

photo: Julia Ahlers
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FasciNatioN tecHNoloGY rEVoLutioN iN cArgo HANdLiNg

the Wheels 
of progress
iSo coNtAiNErS briNg rEVoLutioN iN cArgo HANdLiNg

when textiles are shipped from india to Eu-
rope, they travel in containers. before it is 
consumed in dimly lit bars up and down 

the country, tequila from mexico has also crossed the 
ocean in a metal box. Hydraulic hoses and compo-
nents too, are delivered to the major building sites 
of the world in containers. About 90 percent of all 
traded goods is transported in containers. At any 
given time – now, for example – 15 million of them 
are in transit by water, over land, or in the air. with-
out these geometrically simple boxes, logistics in our 
globalised world would be quite unmanageable. in 
other words, standardised iSo containers are key ele-
ments in global trade.

20 Feet BY 8 Feet BY 8 Feet

Hamburg Harbour around midday. the gantry cranes 
grab containers off the backs of lorries and lower 
them into the maw of a huge container ship at the 
rate of one a minute. Just a few years ago, the size 
record was held by ships with a loading capacity of 
7,500 tEu. tEu stands for twenty-foot-equivalent 
unit, and it is the unit of measurement for a stand-
ard container. A box is 2.44 metres wide, 6.06 metres 
long, and 2.59 metres high. the unloading terminal 
is an overwhelming cacophony of cranes at work, 
heavy boxes being deposited, and wheeled plat-
forms. Strong men, looking like toy figurines among 
the towering stacks of containers, take care of load-
ing a container ship with practised dispatch. work 
goes on here round the clock. the stevedores at the 
cargo terminal call this “turning boxes”. they can 
empty the belly of a 7,500 tEu ship and have it ready 
for reloading in 30 hours.

BiGGer aND BiGGer

in 2008, about 9.7 million tEu were “turned” in Ham-
burg Harbour alone. this makes the harbour on the 
Elbe the eleventh largest container dock in the world. 
but for the latest generation of container ships, with 

“Standardised ISO containers 
are key elements in global trade!”
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cargo capacities up to 12,000 tEu, it is already too 
small. So building was begun on the “Jadeweserport” 
some years ago. it is to be the only deep water port 
in germany capable of handling the largest container 
ships currently planned, with full cargo, without re-
gard for tides. the shipping companies are already 
dreaming of “ultra Large container Ships”, which will 
be able to carry as many as 21,000 containers across 
the world’s oceans. meanwhile, most harbours are 
already too small for ships with capacities of 12,000 
tEu. the only harbour in Europe that is currently able 
to handle ships of this size is rotterdam, with a har-
bour depth of 16.6 metres. 

the container is the basic unit of international cargo 
traffic. without it, the global economy would be-
come unstable. more than 100 million containers are 
transported by sea every year. the rapid economic 
growth of the last 50 years is underpinned by this 
crate. No other single item is as responsible for the 
convergence of global markets, because it provides 
two critical advantages: Firstly, it can be transferred 
from one vehicle to another easily, flexibly and with 
minimal space requirement, thus reducing handling 
times enormously – from days and weeks to a few 
hours. Secondly, the standardised dimensions of the 
containers mean that warehouse facilities and cargo 
ships can be used and organised more efficiently. At 
the same time, these boxes are so sturdy that they 
can be piled one on top of the other in stacks up to 
nine levels high.

iNsPireD BY ciGarettes

the modern container with the crucial property of 
stackability was invented by an American, malcolm 
mcLean. in 1937, the trucker had the idea of not 
loading goods singly any more, but stowing them 
in boxes so that they could be transported from one 
place to another more efficiently. where he got the 
idea from is unknown. According to one account, it 
hit him as he was taking a pack of cigarettes out of 

a vending machine. Like the cigarette boxes in the 
machine, in future cargo should be stacked in ships’ 
holds in standardised steel boxes 20 and 40 feet long. 
Almost 20 years later, mcLean founded the company 
“Sealand”, whose containers began the global domi-
nance of this shipping method. “containerisation” 
arrived in germany in 1966, when the container ship 
“Fairland” docked in bremen for the first time, laden 
with hundreds of “Sealand” containers. but the con-
tainer’s victory lap around the globe is certainly not 
limited to the seaports of the world. the containers 
are also used as building site offices, refugee ac-
commodation, and have even been converted into 
art objects. they are used as sleeping cubicles in the 
third world or as a research station on the matter-
horn in Switzerland. And of course as the spare parts 
warehouse and workshop for hydraulic hoses in the 
HANSA-FLEX hydraulic workshop. the range of its 
possible uses is practically boundless. Sometimes, it 
can even save lives. For example, in Sarajevo in 1993, 
a wall of containers was erected as protection from 
snipers. the container is a symbol of our modern 
world and is emblematic of the spirit of the age – 
standardised, versatile, mobile.

rEVoLutioN iN cArgo HANdLiNg FasciNatioN tecHNoloGY
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a WorksHoP iN aN iso coNtaiNer – the HaNsa-FleX 

hydraulic workshop can go wherever it is needed.
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NeWs SportS cLub SpoNSorSHip

in our “30 clubs” initiative in April, HANSA-FLEX 
invited sports clubs all over the world to apply 
to receive one of 30 sets of club shirts, worth up 

to 1,000 euros. in the intervening months, bremen 
Headquarters has been inundated with applications. 
Applications were received from sports clubs all over 

germany, several European countries, and even from 
North and South America.

“the number of applications dwarfed our expec-
tations. because there were so many, we were 
finally forced to decide the lucky winners in a lot-

tery”, says Enrico kieschnick, the project manager at 
HANSA-FLEX. our warmest congratulations to those 
clubs that were selected!

the winners were:

applicant/club sport

Vfr Altenmünster Football

dJk Sparta Noris 
Nürnberg e.V.

Football

SV Hastenbeck e.V. women’s football

SV medizin Eberswalde e.V. women’s football

SV rot-Schwarz Edlau e.V. Football

1. Fc Haßfurt 1917 e.V. Football

pSV 05 köthen Football 

HSg Vegesack/Hammersbeck Handball

tuS Heidkrug Football

SV St. tönis Football

applicant/club sport

SV Angerberg Football

Sportfreunde bockum women’s football

tSV uesen e.V. von 1924 Football

Fc blau weiss Neckargemünd Football

SV kubschütz Football

tV Asberg 1897 e.V. Football

dJk Stappenbach Football

bSV Achim e.V. von 1955
wheelchair 

basketball

tbS Saarbrücken Football

Fc geisenfeld Football

applicant/club sport

SV ottbergen-bruchhausen Football

tSV großsteinberg e.V. Football

gVo oldenburg Football

SSV grün weiß plessa Football

Fc germania 09 Forst women’s football

Sg wickenrode/Helsa
Senior men’s 

football

SpVgg Hebertshausen women’s football

Ajax Soccer club Football

SV Hesepe/Sögeln Football

droyßiger Sg e.V. Football

photo: Julia Ahlers

HANSA-FLEX SportS cLub SpoNSorSHip 2010

30 cluBs, 30 Winners



  

VacaNcies

Vacancies 
“our EmpLoYEES ArE tHE kEY to our SuccESS”

photo: Julia Ahlers

Further information on vacancies advertised and the company can be found at www.hansa-fl ex.com

Advertisement
www.hydraulik-akademie.de

Training seminar schedule August – September
16. – 20.08.2010 Principles of ¢ uid technology part 1 Dresden-Weixdorf
27.08.2010 Introduction to hydraulic couplings Bremen
31.08. – 01.09.2010 Quali¥ ed sta¦  member, Line equipment Dresden-Weixdorf
30.08. – 03.09.2010 Principles of ¢ uid technology, part 2 Dresden-Weixdorf
02. – 03.09.2010 Fluid service workshop for Sales Dresden-Weixdorf
13. – 17.09.2010 Mobile hydraulics Dresden-Weixdorf
23.09.2010 Principles of line equipment Bremen
27.09. – 01.10.2010 Principles of ¢ uid technology, part 1 Dresden-Weixdorf
05. – 06.10.2010 Quali¥ ed sta¦  member, Line equipment Hennigsdorf/Berlin
04. – 07.10.2010 Measuring equipment Dresden-Weixdorf
04. – 08.10.2010 Principles of ¢ uid technology, part 2 Dresden-Weixdorf

For more information, please contact Ms. Alpermann or Ms. Schubert on Tel.: +49 351 65 87 80-0 | info@hydraulik-akademie.de 

technical in-house sales clerk 
(workshop/warehouse) m/f

for our branch in konz (job ref. 611)

Your duties: 
• Advising customers with technical hydrau-

lic questions
• counter sales and processing orders includ-

ing packaging hose lines/mech. working of 
connection fi ttings

• order picking of goods for shipping 
• monitoring warehouse stock levels using 

computer equipment.

What do we expect from you?
• completed vocational training in a metal-

working profession 
• You recognise technical relationships 

quickly and can solve problems confi dently
• ideally you are already working in the 

hydraulics industry
• commitment to customer service and 

teamwork are second nature to you
• class b (3) driving licence 

Please send your application stating 
salary requirements and job ref. no. to:
HANSA-FLEX Hydraulik gmbH
ms. Nina orywal
zum panrepel 44  |  28307 bremen, germany
pa@hansa-fl ex.com

Field service hydraulic fi tter m/f 
for our fast response hydraulics 

service FLeXXPress 
greater Manching (job ref. 606), Garching 
(job ref. 607) and regensburg (job ref. 608)

You will travel to our customers’ locations and 
ensure that equipment downtimes are as short 
as possible, You will maintain, service and de-
liver new hydraulic hose lines, pipelines and 
accessories. with team support, you will man-
age and expand our customer base. A workshop 
vehicle will be provided.

What do we expect from you?
• technical training (agricultural machinery 

mechanic, industrial mechanic)
• knowledge of mobile hydraulics is abso-

lutely essential
• driving licence (class c1 or c1E)
• Experience with construction and agric. 

machinery, working platforms, commercial 
vehicles

• Ability to work well under pressure
• Emergency call-outs 

Please send your application stating 
salary requirements and job ref. no. to:
HANSA-FLEX Hydraulik gmbH
ms. Nina orywal
zum panrepel 44  |  28307 bremen, germany
pa@hansa-fl ex.com

industrial assembly 
supervisor m/f

for our branch in Garching (job ref. 610)

Your duties: 
• Establishing and coordinating operations
• Supervising industrial assembly with cor-

responding leadership responsibility
• product and project consulting, also 

managing individual projects
• preparing customer-specifi c solutions

What do we expect from you?
• tech. training with business experience
• Very good knowledge of hydraulics
• Ability to read/design hydraulic circuits
• You have performed management duties 

in the past
• Experience in dealing with customers
• knowledge of the market and market 

trends
• knowledge of SAp desirable
• team spirit, good communication skills, 

initiative

Please send your application stating 
salary requirements and job ref. no. to:
HANSA-FLEX Hydraulik gmbH
ms. Nina orywal
zum panrepel 44  |  28307 bremen, germany
pa@hansa-fl ex.com

oFFErEd bY tHE HANSA-FLEX group
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Find out which way the wind is blowing
HANSA-FLEX will be represented this year as 
well at the most important trade fair event 
for the international wind energy industry – 
“HuSum windEnergy 2010”. we will be present-
ing our products and services to the technical 
community at stand 06 in hall 5 from 21-25 
September 2010. HANSA-FLEX will also be in 
attendance with a stand at Smm (7-10 Septem-
ber), the premier trade fair for representatives of 
shipbuilding industry.

More room for the future
As part of its move to a newer, larger building 
the HANSA-FLEX rostock branch made a do-
nation in kind to the michaelshof centre. the 
workshop of the Evangelical centre for the care 
and Support of people with mental disabilities 
received 100 large and 100 small warehouse 
storage containers. with effect from 19 July 
2010, all products and services by HANSA-FLEX 
Hydraulik gmbH must be requisitioned from the 
new branch in bentwisch.

neWs ticKer

photo: Lukas Hachtm
ann

photo: deutsche bundesbank

First among leaders
warmest congratulations to our employee maik 
müller. At the german Athletics championship for 
the deaf in cologne, he came first in the 1,500 m 
and second in the 5,000 m races. He is now hop-
ing to be invited to join the national team reserve 
squad. 

22

NeWsletter did You kNow...?

the man on the 
ten-marK note
cALcuLAtiNg tHE worLd From HiS StudY

He is revered as the greatest mathematician of 
his time. possibly even the greatest mathema-
tician of all times. Even in childhood, the math-

ematical talent of the young carl Friedrich gauss was 
evident. He said of himself that he could calculate 
before he could read. According to one unproven an-
ecdote, he is said to have corrected an error his father 
made in a financial calculation at the age of three. 

carl Friedrich gauss was born in braunschweig in 
1777. unlike many of the leading figures of his age, 
gauss was not born into an aristrocratic or otherwise 
well-to-do family. His father was a labourer. the 
young gauss did not begin primary school until he 
was nine. one day, his teacher J.g. büttner asked 
the class to add together all of the integers from 1 
to 100. in a few seconds, carl Friedrich gauss was at 
the master’s desk with the correct solution. instead 
of adding the numbers sequentially, gauss made 50 
pairs totalling 101 (1+100; 2+99; 3+98...) to arrive 
at the correct result (5050). the teacher immediately 
recognised his pupil’s academic gift and procured 
an advanced arithmetic book for him from Ham-
burg. Five years later, gauss was introduced to the 
duke carl wilhelm Ferdinand of braunschweig, who 
supported him financially from that time on, thus 
enabling gauss to continue his studies. in october 
1795 – aged 18 – he transferred to the university 
of göttingen, where he attended lectures on classi-
cal philology, experimental physics, astronomy and 
mathematics. A year later, he proved that an equilat-
eral 17-sided polygon could be constructed using just 
a compass and a ruler. this was the first significant 
advance in this field for 2,000 years.

it would be impossible even to list all of the achieve-
ments of this great mathematician in the space of 
this article. in his lifetime, gauss discovered normal 
distribution, which now bears his name, developed 
a heliotrope for taking precise land measurements, 
calculated the orbit of planetoids before they were 
observed with a telescope, and invented the magne-
tometer. He was appointed director of the university 
of göttingen observatory, set up a global network of 
observation stations to measure the magnetic field 
of the Earth, and created the most precise map of the 
kingdom of Hannover hitherto produced. these are 
merely small snippets from the incredible corpus of 
the life’s work of gauss. one of the most remarkable 
things, though, is that – except for his survey of the 
kingdom – he did all of this without ever leaving 
göttingen. the longest journey he ever undertook 
was to berlin. He was persuaded to attend a conven-
tion there by the unwavering insistence of Alexander 
von Humboldt. unlike Humboldt, gauss hated travel-
ling. A second part of this sketch will be included in 
the next issue of HYdrAuLikprESSE.
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compEtitioN | prEViEw  Facts & FiGUres

Win an professionel led flashlight
SimpLY ANSwEr tHE FoLLowiNg QuEStioN

QUestioN:
How many kg of sugar beets are 
processed to obtain 1 kg of sugar?

A: 6-7 kg
b: 0.6-0.7 kg
c: 60-70 kg

aNsWer eDitioN 06|2010

answer B: scottish Highland cows

Winner: e. rolf – Wermelskirchen/Germany

coVer storY Sky Sails – how freighters use the force of the wind to save fuel
traDe Fairs & eVeNts HANSA-FLEX at the Smm (Shipbuilding, machinery & marine technology) trade Fair in Hamburg
Practical Hydraulics in the “Hamburger-Spremberg” paper mill
Work & liVe the seatbelt – development, statistics, and insurance questions in the event of an accident
FasciNatioN tecHNoloGY Hydraulic technology and space travel
DiD YoU kNoW...? two completely different personalities: Alexander von Humboldt and carl Friedrich gauss – part 2
NeWs iHA- An interview with a graduate of the ”Hydraulics Specialist” advanced training course
Practical water and river engineering at reinhold meister gmbH

preVieW 10|2010
tHE FoLLowiNg topicS wiLL AppEAr iN tHE NEXt EditioN

in this issue, 5 lucky winners of the prize drawing 
will each receive an LEd LENSEr® p7. please send 
us your answer to the prize question, by email to 

ma@hansa-flex.com or by normal mail. don’t forget 
to include your name and address. the deadline for 

receipt of entries is 13 September 2010. only one 
ent ry per participant will be accepted. Judges’ deci-
sion is final, no liability accepted unless permitted by 
law. the prize cannot be substituted with cash. good 
luck! 

LEd LENSEr® p7 – professional flashlight, 3-4 times 
more powerful than heavy rod torches and bulbs, 
colour: black, 3 brightness levels, beam range: 220 
metres, luminous flux: 200 lumens, length: 133 mm, 
diameter: 37 mm, Speed Focus System, max. operat-
ing time: 120 hours (in energy-saving mode), weight: 
192 g, incl. protective sleeve and set of batteries.

photo: zweibrüder optoelectronics gm
bH

BraNcHes

FleXXPress VeHicles

worLdwidE gErmANY
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192
september:
HANSA-FLEX AN tilburg, the Netherlands Sep. 2010 10 years
HANSA-FLEX moscow, russia  Sep. 2010 10 years

facts & figures
ANNiVErSArY

NEw brANcHES

May:
HANSA-FLEX Sp. z o.o  ul. karmelkowa 29 paw.nr.8  52 - 437 wroclaw  poland
HANSA-FLEX Sp. z o.o  ul. Lacina 1  61 - 132 poznań  poland

June:
S.c. HANSA-FLEX romania S.r.L. – reparatii cilindri, cluj-Napoca calea turzii nr.192 400495 cluj Napoca  rumania
S.c. HANSA-FLEX romania S.r.L. – pct.Lucru brASoV bd. grivitei nr.A96,corp 2 500198 brașov rumania

July:
HANSA-FLEX Hydraulik gmbH An der Heide 1 (central bus Station) 03130 Spremberg / Schwarze pumpe germany



HANSA-FLEX Joh
annesburg

Thank you Thank you 
from the home from the home 
of the Vuvuzelaof the Vuvuzelaof the Vuvuzela

issue

the workforce of our branches in south africa would like to thank all 

visitors, teams and football fans for the fantastic football World cup

HANSA-FLEX Durban

HANSA-FLEX Port Elizabeth

HANSA-FLEX
 Cape To

wn

HANSA-FLEX Middelburg


